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FORTY HADĪTH IN CLARIFICATION OF THE MADHHAB OF THE 

SALAF—THAT IS THE MADHHAB OF AHLUL-HADĪTH 
By Abu Khadeejah ʿAbdul-Wāhid Alam 

5. The Jamāʿah is One and it is the Saved Sect, those 
who Follow the Prophet () and His 

Companions () 
ʿAwf Ibn Mālik () narrated that Allah’s Messenger () said:  

 تَِقتََْفاوَِ راَّلا فِ نَوعُْبسَوَِ ةَّنلَْا فٌِ ةدَحِاوََف ةًَقرِْف يَِعْبسَوَ ىدَحِْإ ََ. دُوهَُلْا تَِقتََْفا
 يَِّلاوَِ ةَّنلَْا فٌِ ةدَحِاوَوَِ راَّلا فِ نَوعُْبسَوَ ىدَحِْإَف ةًَقرِْف يَِعْبسَوَ يِْتَْنِث ََ. ىرَاصََّلا

أ َّنقَِتَفَْلَِ هدِيَِب دٍَّممَُ سُفْنَ
ُ
 نِاتَْنِثوَِ ةَّنلَْا فٌِ ةدَحِاوََف ةًَقرِْف يَِعْبسَوَ ثٍََ]ث ََ. تَِّم

 	ةُعَامَلَْا لَاَق مْهُ نْمَِ َّ̀ا لَوسُرَ اَي لَيِقِ راَّلا فِ نَوعُْبسَوَ
“The Jews split into seventy-one sects, one will be in Paradise and 
seventy in Hell. The Christians split into seventy-two sects, seventy-one 
will be in Hell and one in Paradise. I swear by the One in whose Hand is 
the soul of Muhammad, my nation will split into seventy-three sects, 
one will be in Paradise and seventy-two in Hell.” It was said: “O 
Messenger of Allah, who are they?” He said: “The Jamāʿah.”30 

In the narration of ʿAbdullāh Ibn ʿAmr (), the Prophet () 
replied: 

أ امَ
َ
أوَِ هْيَلعَ اَن

َ
 بِاحَصْ

 
30 Ibn Mājah, no. 3992, graded saheeh by Imām Al-Albānī. 
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“That which I am upon and my Companions.”31 

In another narration, he () said: 

 مَظعلا	دَاوَّسلا
“[They are] the Main Body.”32 

Explanation: 
The Jamāʿah are the Sahābah and those who follow their methodology and 
their path, and they unite upon that. And whoever opposes their 
methodology is misguided and has split from the Jamāʿah.  

Imām Abu Muhammad Hasan Ibn ʿAlī al-Barbahārī ( d. 329 H) stated in 
his treatise, Sharhus-Sunnah: 

 مهحرو ملسو هيلع `ا لص دمم باحصأ مه ةعاملا هيلع نبت يلا ساسلاو
 كو عدتباو لض دقف مهنع ذخأي مل نمف ةعاملاو ةنسلا لهأ مهو يعجأ `ا

 رالا ف اهلهأو ةل]ضلاو ةل]ض ةعدب
“The foundation upon which the Jamāʿah is built are the Companions of 
Muhammad (), may Allah’s mercy be upon them all—they are 
Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jamāʿah. So, whoever does not take from them has gone 
astray and innovated, and every innovation is misguidance, and every 
misguidance with its followers in in the Fire.” 

ʿAmr Ibn Maymoon al-Awdī () said: “Muʿādh Ibn Jabal came to us in the 
time of Allah’s Messenger (), and love for him filled my heart. I 
closely accompanied him until I saw him buried in Syria. Then I closely 
accompanied the most knowledgeable person after him, and that was 
ʿAbdullāh Ibn Masʿood.  

 
31 At-Tirmidhī, no. 2641, graded hasan by Imām Al-Albānī. 
32 Ibn Abī ʿĀsim in As-Sunnah, no. 68.  
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One day, the prayer being delayed beyond its time [in the mosques] was 
mentioned in his presence. So, he said: ‘Pray it in your homes, and count the 
prayer along with them [in the mosque] as a nafl (voluntary) prayer.’ I said to 
him: ‘Then how are we with the Jamāʿah?’ So, he answered: ‘O ʿAmr Ibn 
Maymoon! Most of the people oppose from the Jamāʿah. Verily, the Jamāʿah 
is that whatever agrees with the obedience of Allah, even if you are on your 
own.’”33  

It is also reported from Ibn Masʿood that he () said: 

 كَدَحوَ تَنك وَْلوَ قلا قفاو ام ةعاملا
“The Jamāʿah is whatever agrees with the truth even you are alone.”34 

Al-Imām Ishāq Ibn Rāhawaih ( d. 238 H) stated: “If you ask the ignorant 
people about the Main Body (as-Suwād al-Aʿdham), they will tell you that it 
refers to the majority of the people (jamāʿatun-nās). They do not know that 
the Jamāʿah is the scholar who clings to the narrations of the Prophet 
() and to his Path. So, whoever is with him, and follows him, is the 
Jamāʿah.”35 

Imām ash-Shātibī () stated: “So, look at this narration in clarification of 
the mistake of the one who thinks that the Jamāʿah is the majority of the 
people even if there is not among them a scholar—this is the understanding 
of the common folk not the understanding of the scholars. So, let the feet of 
the one who is guided be firm against this error, so that he is not misguided 
from the Straight Path, and there is no guidance except by Allah.”36   

 
33 Sharh Usool Iʿtiqād Ahlis-Sunnah wal-Jamāʿah of Al-Lālikā’ī, no. 160, and Al-Albānī 
graded it as saheeh in Takhreej Mishkāt al-Masābīh, 1/61. 
34 Al-Albānī graded it as saheeh in Takhreej Mishkāt al-Masābīh, 1/61. 
35 Reported by Abu Nuʿaym in Hilyatul-Awliyā’, 9/239. 
36 Al-Iʿtisām, 2/267. 



 26 

Sticking to Path of the Prophet () and his Companions is protection 
from splitting and misguidance. Allah () commanded in His Book: 

 � يَِكشِْمُْلٱ نَمِ اوُنوكَُت َ�وَ
 � نَوحُِرَف مْهِْيلََ امَِب بٍزْحِ ُّكُ ۖ اعًيَشِ اوُنكَوَ مْهُنَيِد اوُقَّرَف نَيَِّلٱ نَمِ

“And be not like the pagans. Those who split up their religion and 
became sects, each sect rejoicing in that which is with it.” (Ar-Room: 31-
32) 

Imām al-Baghawī () said: “They are the people of bidʿah and desires.” 
Ibn al-Mubārak () said: “The people of Truth do not differ among 
themselves.”  

When the hadeeth of the splitting of the Ummah was mentioned to Imām 
Ahmad Ibn Hanbal (), he defined the Saved Sect (al-Firqatun-Nājiyah) by 
saying: 

 مه نم يردأ ]ف ثيدلا باحصأ اونوكي مل نإ
“If they are not the People of Hadeeth, then I know not who they are!”37 

Al-Imām ʿAbdul-ʿAzeez Ibn Bāz () said: “The Saved Sect are those who 
are steadfast upon the religion of Allah, and they traverse the Methodology 
of the Prophet () and the Methodology of his Companions in 
establishing the Tawheed of Allah, and being pure and sincere to Allah in 
worship—they are obedient in following His commands and avoiding His 
prohibitions. They believe in Allah’s Names and Attributes in a manner that 
befits His Majesty without distorting their reality, without denying them, 
without enquiring how His Attributes are and without likening them to the 

 
37 Ibn Hajr graded the sanad as saheeh in Fat’hul-Bārī, 13/306, reported by Khateeb al-
Baghdādī with his sanad in Sharaf As’hābil-Hadeeth 
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creation. So, they are Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jamāʿah, and they are al-Fiqatun-
Nājiyah (the Saved Sect).”38 
  

 
38 Noor ʿalad-Darb: Man Hiya al-Fiqatun-Nājiyah: https://binbaz.org.sa/fatwas/17457 


