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FORTY HADĪTH IN CLARIFICATION OF THE MADHHAB OF THE 

SALAF—THAT IS THE MADHHAB OF AHLUL-HADĪTH 
By Abu Khadeejah ʿAbdul-Wāhid Alam 

3. The Best Understanding of the Proofs is With the Sahābah 

أ َّمثُ اٍوَْي تَاذَ ملسو هيلع 6ا لصِ 6َّا لُوسُرَ انَِب َّلصَ ضُابَرِْعْلا لَاَق
َ
 انَْيَلعَ لَبَقْ

 لَوسُرَ اَي لٌِئاَق لَاقَفَ بُوُلقُْلا اهَْنمِ تَْلجِوَوَ نُويُعُْلا اهَْنمِ تَْفرَذَ ةًغَيِلَب ةًظَعِوْمَ انَظَعَوََف
أكَِ 6َّا

َ
أ لَاقَفَ انَْلَِإ دُهَعْتَ اذَامَفَ عٍِدّوَمُ ةُظَعِوْمَِ هذِهَ َّن

ُ
 عِمَّْسلاوَِ 6َّا ىوَقْتَِب مْكُيصِو

 ايًِثكَ اًفyَِتخْا ىيََسََف يدِعْبَ مْكُْنمِ شِْعَي نْمَ هَُّنِإَف اًّيشَِبحَ ادًْبعَ نlِْ ةعَاَّطلاوَ
 اهَْيَلعَ اوُّضعَوَ اهَِب اوكَُّسمَتَ نَيدِشِاَّرلا يَِّيدِهْمَْلاِ ءافََللُْاِ ةَّنسُوَ تَِّنسُِب مْكُْيَلعَفَ
لا تِاَثدَْمُوَ مْكُاَّيl ذِجِاوََّلاِب

ُ
 	ةٌَلyَضَ ةٍعَدِْب َّكُوَ ةٌعَدِْب ةٍَثدَْمُ َّكُ َّنِإَفِ رومُ

Al-ʿIrbād Ibn Sāriyah () said: Allah’s Messenger () led us in 
Prayer one day, then he turned to us and gave us a powerful exhortation 
that caused our eyes to shed tears and our to tremble. Some said: ‘O Allah’s 
Messenger! This felt like a farewell exhortation so with what do you instruct 
us?’ So, he replied: “I enjoin you to fear Allah, and to hear and obey the 
one in charge of your affairs, even if it is an Abyssinian slave. Indeed, 
whoever among you lives after me will see much differing and 
controversy, so upon you is to cling to my Sunnah and the Sunnah of the 
Rightly Guided Caliphs after me—hold on to it tightly, and bite onto it 
with your molar teeth—and beware of the newly introduced matters for 
verily every introduced matter is an innovation, and every innovation is 
misguidance.”20  

In a narration, he () said: 

 
20 Abu Dawood no. 4607, graded saheeh by Imām al-Albānī (). 



 14 

 شِْعَي نْمَ كٌِلاهَ َِّ�إ يدِعْبَ اهَْنعَ غُيِزَي َ� اهَِراهَنَكَ اهَُلْلَِ ءاضَْيَلْا ََ� مْكُتُكْرََت دَْق
ِ ءافََللُْاِ ةَّنسُوَ تَِّنسُ نْمِ مْتُفْرَعَ امَِب مْكُْيَلعَفَ ايًِثكَ اًفyَِتخْا ىيََسََف مْكُْنمِ
 اًّيشَِبحَ ادًْبعَ نlِْ ةعَاَّطلاِب مْكُْيَلعَوَ ذِجِاوََّلاِب اهَْيَلعَ اوُّضعَ يَِّيدِهْمَْلا نَيدِشِاَّرلا

لا لِمَلَْكَ نُمِؤْمُْلا امََّنِإَف
َ
 دَاقَْنا دَيِق امَثُْيحَ فِِن

“I have left you upon clear proof, its night is like its day, and no one 
strays from it except that he is destroyed—and whoever from you lives 
for long will see much differing and controversy, so upon you is to cling 
to what you know of my Sunnah and the Sunnah of the Rightly Caliphs. 
Bite onto it with your molar teeth. And upon you is to be obedient even 
if [the one in authority] is an Abyssinian slave for indeed the true 
believer is like a camel with a ring in its nose, wherever it is led it 
follows.”21    

Explanation: 
So, the Prophet () left us upon that which is clear and apparent 
without any darkness, all of it is bright—and no one deviates from his Path 
except that he is destroyed—and the deviations come about by innovations 
that are introduced into the Religion, and that is why he severely warned 
against bidʿah to the extent that he () stated: 

لا َّشَوَ
ُ
 ِراَّلا فِ ةٍَلyَضَ َّكُوَ ةٌَلyَضَ ةٍعَدِْب َّكُوَ ةٌعَدِْب ةٍَثدَْمُ َّكُوَ اهَتُاَثدَْمُِ رومُ

“The worst of all affairs are those newly introduced [into the Religion], 
and every newly introduced matter is a bidʿah, and every bidʿah is 
misguidance, and every misguidance is in the Fire.”22 

 
21 Ibn Mājah no. 43, graded saheeh by Imām al-Albānī (). 
22 An-Nasā’ī no. 1578, saheeh. 
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The Prophet of Allah () commanded the Muslims to cling to his 
Sunnah and the Sunnah of the Caliphs (): and they are Abu Bakr, 
ʿUmar, ʿUthmān and ʿAlī (). 

In fact, following the Sahābah () as a whole has been obligated by 
Allah () in His Book: 

 ۖ قٍۢاقَشِ فِ مْهُ امََّنِإَف اوَّْلوََت نِإَّو ۖ اودَتَهْٱ دِقَفَ ِۦهِب متُنمَاءَٓ امَ لِْثمِِب اونُمَاءَ نِْإَف
 ¥ مُيِلعَْلٱ عُيمَِّسلٱ وَهُوَ ۚ 6َُّٱ مُهُكَيِفكْيَسََف

“So, if they (mankind) believe the same as what you (Companions) 
believe, then they have been rightly guided—but if they turn away, they 
are surely in opposition, and Allāh will be sufficient for you against 
them. He is the Hearing, the Knowing.” (Al-Baqarah: 137)  

He () also stated: 

لْٱ نَوقُِبـَّٰسلٱوَ
َ
لْٱوَ نَيِرجِـٰهَمُْلٱ نَمِ نَوُلَّو

َ
 6َُّٱ ضََِّر نٍۢـٰسَحِْإِب مهُوعُبََّتٱ نَيَِّلٱوَِ راصَن

أوَ هُْنعَ اوضُرَوَ مْهُْنعَ
َ
لْٱ اهَتَْتَ ىِرْتَ تٍۢـَّٰنجَ مْهَُل َّدعَ

َ
أٓ اهَيِف نَيلِِـٰخَ رُـٰهَْن

َ
 كَِلٰذَ ۚ ادًَب

 ² مُيظِعَْلٱ زُوْفَْلٱ
“And the foremost to embrace Islam of the Muhājiroon and the Ansār—
and those who followed them precisely, Allah is well-pleased with them 
as they are well-pleased with Him. He has prepared for them Gardens [in 
Paradise] under which rivers flow, to dwell therein forever. That is the 
supreme success.” (At-Tawbah: 100) 

It is the belief and ʿaqeedah of the Sahābah whom the hypocrites refused to 
follow for which Allah rebuked them severely: 

lَأ اوُٓلاَق سُاَّلٱ نَمَاءَٓ امَكَ اونُمِاءَ مْهَُل لَيِق اذ
َ
أ ۗ ءُٓاهَفَُّسلٱ نَمَاءَٓ امَكَ نُمِؤُْن

َ
 مُهُ مْهَُّنِإٓ َ�

 ¶ نَومَُلعْيَ َّ� نكِـَٰلوَ ءُٓاهَفَُّسلٱ
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“And when it is said to the hypocrites: ‘Believe as the people (Ansār and 
Muhajiroon) have believed.’ They say: ‘Shall we believe as the fools have 
believed?’ Verily, they are the fools, but they know not.” (Al-Baqarah: 13) 

Furthermore, when the Prophet () spoke of the splitting of the 
Ummah into seventy-three sects, and that all of them will enter the Fire 
except for one, he was asked: ‘Which is that one?’ So, he replied: 

أ ام
َ
أوِ هيَلع ان

َ
باحص  

“That which I and my Companions are upon.”23  

Allah () also makes clear in His Book that whoever follows a way or 
a methodology that is different to that of the Sahābah, Allah will punish 
them with the Fire: 

 امَ ِۦلِّوَُن يَِنمِؤْمُْلٱ لِيِبسَ يَْغَ عِْبَّتيَوَ ىٰدَهُْلٱ لَُ ََّيبَتَ امَ دِعْبَ نۢمِ لَوسَُّرلٱ قِِقاشَُي نمَوَ
 ¿ ايًصِمَ تْءَٓاسَوَ ۖ مََّنهَجَ ِۦهِلصُْنوَ َّٰلوََت

“And whoever opposes the Messenger after right-guidance has been 
shown to him, and then he follows other than the path of the believers 
(i.e., the Sahābah), We shall leave him in the path he has chosen, and 
burn him in Hell, and what an evil destination.” (An-Nisā’: 115) 

In conclusion, the Religion is understood as the Sahābah understood it 
because they were present at the time of the Revelation, and it is their 
Methodology that the Ummah is obligated to follow just as Imām Ahmad Ibn 
Hanbal () stated at the beginning of his Usool as-Sunnah: 

 ملسو هيلع 6ا لص 6ا لوسر باحصأ هيلع نك امب كسملا اندنع ةنسلا لوصأ
 مهب ءادتق�او

 
23 At-Tirmidhī no. 2641, graded hasan by Imām al-Albānī (). 
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“The foundations of the Sunnah with us are: Holding fast to what the 
Companions of Allah’s Messenger () were upon—and taking them 
as the example to be followed.” 

And, in this affair that the all the sects went astray. 
  


