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Earthquakes Are From The Warning Signs Of 
Allah: The Advice Of Shaikh ʿAbdul-ʿAzīz Ibn 
Bāz (may Allah's mercy be upon him) 
Translation and footnotes:  

Abu Khadeejah ʿAbdul-Wāhid Alam  

All praise is due to Allāh, and may His peace and blessings be upon 

Allah’s Messenger, his Companions and whosoever follows his 

guidance. 

Indeed Allah, the Exalted and Most High, is All-Wise and All-

Knowing concerning what He decrees and ordains just as He is All-

Wise and All-Knowing regarding what He has legislated, and 

commanded―He creates whatever He wills from signs and 

occurrences within His creation. He decrees them to put fear into 

His servants, and as a reminder for them of that which He has 

obligated upon them in fulfilment of His rights―and to warn them 

from falling into polytheism by associating partners with Him 

(shirk), to remind them about opposing His commands, and from 

falling into what He has prohibited just as He (the Most Perfect) 

stated: 

ٔـْلِٱب ُلِسُْرن اَمَو  اًفِيْوَت 5َِّإ ِتٰـَياَ
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“And We sent not the signs except to warn and to make them 

afraid (of Allah’s punishment).” (al-Isrā: 59) And Allah () 

said: 

ٔـْلٱ ِف اَِنتٰـَياَء ْمِهِيُنَس أ ِٓفَو ِقَافاَ
َ
أ ْمَُهل ََّيََبَتي َّٰتَح ْمِهِسُفن

َ
أ ۗ ُّقَْلٱ ُهَّن

َ
 ِفَْكي َْملَو

أ َِكّبَِرب
َ
 f ٌديِهَشۢ ٍءَْش ُِّك ََٰ[ ۥُهَّن

“We will show them Our Signs in the universe, and in their own 

selves until it becomes manifest to them that this (Qur’ān) is the 

truth. Is it not sufficient in regard to your Lord that He is a 

Witness over all things?” (Fussilat: 53) And Allah () said: 

أ ََٰٓ[ ُِرداَْقلٱ َوُه ُْلق
َ

أ ْمُِكقَْوف نِّم ًاباَذَع ْمُْكَيلَع َثَْعبَي ن
َ
أ ِْتَت نِم ْو

َ
أ ْمُِكلُجْر

َ
 ْو

َأب مُكَضْعَب َقيِذُيَو اًعَيِش ْمُكَِسْبَلي
ْ

 ۗ ٍضْعَب َس

Say: “He has the power to send torment on you from above or 

from under your feet, or to cover you with confusion in party 

strife, and make you taste the violence of one another.” (al-

Anʿām: 65) 

Al-Bukhāri (no. 7406) reported from Jābir Ibn ʿAbdillāh (may Allah be 

pleased with him) from Allah’s Messenger () that when the 

verse was revealed:  

أ ََٰٓ[ ُِرداَْقلٱ َوُه ُْلق
َ

 ْمُِكقَْوف نِّم ًاباَذَع ْمُْكَيلَع َثَْعبَي ن
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“Say: He has the power to send torment on you from above,” he 

said: 

أ 
َ
 	َكِهْجَِوب ُذوُع

“I seek refuge with Your Face!” And when he recited:  

أ
َ
أ ِْتَت نِم ْو

َ
 ْمُِكلُجْر

“Or from under your feet,” he said: 

أ 
َ
 	َكِهْجَِوب ُذوُع

“I seek refuge with Your Face!” 

Abush-Shaykh Al-Asbahāni narrated from Mujāhid in his 

commentary of the verse, “Say: He has the power to send torment 

on you from above,” that he said, “Meaning: an awful cry/scream, 

stones cast down from the sky, and tormenting winds.” As for His 

() saying, “Or from under your feet,” Mujāhid said, “Meaning: 

an earthquake, or collapsing into the earth.” 

There is no doubt concerning the prevalence of earthquakes in 

various places on the earth in these times is from the generality of 

the signs by which Allah (the Exalted) wishes to instil fear into His 

servants.1 All of that which is occurring of earthquakes and other 

 
1 The Prophet () said: 
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afflictions which hurt people and cause them various types of harm 

are all due to polytheism (associating partners with Allah in 

worship), their sins and disobedience just as Allah () stated: 

أٓ اَمَو
َ

أ ْتَبَسَك اَِمَبف ٍۢةَبيِصُّم نِّم مُكَبٰـَص
َ
 �ۢ ٍِيثَك نَع اوُفْعَيَو ْمُكيِْدي

“And whatever of misfortune befalls you, it is because of what 

your hands have earned―and He pardons much.” (ash-Shoorā: 

30) He (the Most High) also said: 

أٓ اَّم
َ

أٓ اَمَو ِۖ َّ�ٱ َنِمَف ٍۢةَنَسَح ْنِم ََكباَص
َ

أَو ۚ َكِسْفَّن نِمَف ٍۢةَِئّيَس نِم ََكباَص
َ
 َكٰـَْنلَسْر

 � اًديِهَشِ َّ�ِٱب َٰفَكَو ۚ 5ًوُسَر ِساَّنِلل

“Whatever of good reaches you is from Allah, but whatever of 

evil befalls you, then it is from yourself…” (an-Nisā: 79) And Allah 

said about the previous nations: 

 

 َُتِْفلا َرَهْظَتَو ُناَمَّزلا َبَراَقََتيَو ُلِزَ!َّزلا َُثَْكتَو ُْمِلْعلا َضَبْقُي َّتَح ُةَعاَّسلا ُموُقَت َ!
 ُضِيفَيَف ُلاَْملا ُمُكِيف َُثَْكي َّتَح ـ ُْلتَْقلا ُْلتَْقلا َوْهَو ـ ُجْرَْهلا َُثَْكيَو

“The Hour will not be established until knowledge will be taken away, 
earthquakes become frequent, time will pass quickly, afflictions will 
appear, murders will increase, and money will overflow amongst 
you.” (Bukhāri, no. 1036) 
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أ ًُّ�َف
َ

أ ْنَّم مُْهنِمَف ۖ ۦِِهب�َِذب َانْذَخ
َ
أ ْنَّم مُْهنِمَو اًبِصاَحِ ْهَيلَع اَْنلَسْر

َ
 ُةَْحيَّصلٱ ُْهتَذَخ

ْلٱِ ِهب اَنْفَسَخ ْنَّم مُْهنِمَو
َ
أ ْنَّم مُْهنِمَو َضْر

َ
 نِكٰـَلَو ْمُهَِملَْظِل َُّ�ٱ َنَك اَمَو ۚ اَنْقَرْغ

أ آُونَك
َ
 � َنوُِملْظَي ْمُهَسُفن

“So We punished each of them for his sins―of them were some 

on whom We sent a violent wind with a shower of stones (Lot’s 

people); and of them were some who were overtaken by the 

torment of the awful cry (Thamood and Shuʿaib’s people); and of 

them were some whom We caused the earth to swallow (Qāroon), 

and of them were some whom We drowned (people of Noah and 

Pharaoh). It was not Allâh who wronged them! But they wronged 

themselves.” (al-ʿAnkaboot: 40) 

So it is obligatory upon every adult from the Muslims and non-

Muslims to turn to Allah (the Exalted and Most High) in repentance, 

to be steadfast upon His Religion―and to beware and be distant 

from everything He has prohibited from polytheistic practices, sins 

and disobedience such that they attain safety, wellbeing and 

salvation in this world and in the Hereafter from all types of 

evil―that Allāh protects them from every trial, and grants them 

every good just as He () stated: 

أ َْولَو
َ

أ َّن
َ
ْلٱَوِ ٓءاَمَّسلٱ َنِّم ٍۢتٰـَكََرب مِْهَيلَع اَنْحَتَفَل اْوَقَّتٱَو اوُنَماَء ٰٓىَرُْقلٱ َلْه

َ
 ِضْر

أَف اُوبَّذَك نِكٰـَلَو
َ

 ¡ َنوُبِسَْكي اُونَك اَِمب مُهٰـَنْذَخ
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“And if the people of the towns had believed and had piety, 

certainly We would have opened for them blessings from the 

heaven and the earth, but they denied the Messengers, so We 

took them with punishment for what they used to earn 

(polytheism and sins).” (al-Aʿrāf: 96) And Allah said concerning the 

People of the Book: 

أ َْولَو
َ
أ ْمُهَّن

َ
أٓ اَمَو َليِنِْلٱَو َٰة£َرْوَّلٱ اوُمَاق

ُ
َل ْمِِهّبَّر نِّم مِْهَِلإ َِلزن

َ
 نِمَو ْمِِهقَْوف نِم اُولَك

أ ِْتَت
َ
 ۚ مِِهلُجْر

“And if only they had upheld the law of the Torah, the Gospel, 

and what has been revealed to them from their Lord (i.e., the 

Qur’ān), they would have eaten provision from above them and 

from beneath their feet…” (al-Mā’idah: 66) And He (the Most High) 

said: 

أ
َ
أَف
َ
أ َنِم

َ
أ ٰٓىَرُْقلٱ ُلْه

َ
َأي ن

ْ
َأب مُهَِيت

ْ
 ª َنوُِمٓئَان ْمُهَو اًتٰـَيَب اَنُس

أ
َ
أَو
َ
أ َنِم

َ
أ ٰٓىَرُْقلٱ ُلْه

َ
َأي ن

ْ
َأب مُهَِيت

ْ
  َنوُبَْعَلي ْمُهَو ًحُض اَنُس

أ
َ
أَف
َ
َأي َ¯َف ِۚ َّ�ٱ َرْكَم اوُنِم

ْ
 ³ َنوُِسٰـَْلٱ ُمْوَْقلٱ 5َِّإِ َّ�ٱ َرْكَم ُنَم

“Did the people of the towns then feel secure against the coming 

of Our punishment by night while they were asleep? Or did the 

people of the towns then feel secure against the coming of Our 

punishment in the forenoon while they were playing? Did they 

then feel secure against the plan of Allah? None feels secure 
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from the plan of Allah except the people who are the losers.” (al-

Aʿrāf: 97-99) 

Ibn al-Qayyim (may Allah’s mercy be upon him) said: 

“Sometimes Allah permits the earth to take a breath and due 

to that there befalls on the earth great earthquakes―and as 

a consequence of that His servants become afraid and fearful, 

they turn to Him in repentance and they abandon sin and 

disobedience― they humble themselves before Him in 

humility, and they feel remorse, as one of the Pious 

Predecessors said when the earth shook with an 

earthquake, ‘Indeed your Lord is admonishing you!’ And 

when Madinah was shaken by an earthquake ʿUmar Ibn al-

Khattāb (may Allah be pleased with him) addressed the 

people and admonished them, saying, ‘If it happens again, I 

will not live among you in Madinah.’2”  

(End of the speech of Ibn al-Qayyim) And there are many 

narrations of the Salaf similar to this. 

 
2 Ibn Abī Dunyā reported: “An earthquake struck in the time of ʿUmar 
(), so he said: ‘O people! This earthquake did not occur except due to 
some transgression you have committed! By the One in whose Hand is my 
soul, if it strikes again, I will not live in this city with you, ever.” (Ibn Abī 
Shaybah in al-Musannaf no. 2/473, and al-Bayhaqi in his as-Sunan 3/342—
and its chain of narration is sahīh). 
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It is a must that when there is an earthquake or other signs and 

occurrences such as an eclipse, or powerful winds and floods, the 

people hasten to repent to Allah (the Most Perfect) humble 

themselves before Him, and ask Him for well-being and safety―they 

should make mention of Him plentifully (through dhikr) and seek 

forgiveness just as the Prophet () would say at the time of 

an eclipse: “When you see it taking place, hasten to the 

remembrance of Allah (dhikr), supplicating to Him and seeking 

His forgiveness.” (Bukhāri, no. 1044)3 

At such times it also recommended to show mercy to the poor and 

needy―and give charity to them due to the saying of the Prophet 

(): 

 اوَُحُْرت اوَُحْرا

 
3 The Prophet () continued in this narration: 

أ َاي
ُ
أ ْنِم اَمِ Yَّاَو ٍدَّمَُم َةَّم

َ
أ ٍدَح

َ
أِ Yَّا َنِم َُيْغ

َ
أُ هُْدبَع َِنَْزي ْن

َ
أ َِنَْزت ْو

َ
أ َاي ُهُتَم

ُ
ِ Yَّاَو ٍدَّمَُم َةَّم

أ اَم َنوُمَلْعَت َْول
َ

 اًِيثَك ْمُْتيَكََلَو eًِيَلق ْمُتْكِحََضل َُملْع
“O ummah of Muhammad, by Allah! There is none who has more self-
respect than Allah as He has forbidden that His male or female servants 
should fornicate. O ummah of Muhammad, by Allah! If you knew that which 
I know you would laugh less and weep much.” 
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“Show mercy and you will be shown mercy.” (Ahmad, no. 6255)4 

He () also said:  

لا ِف ْنَم اوَُحْرا ُنَْحَّرلا ُمُهَُحَْري َنوُِحاَّرلا
َ
ِ ءاَمَّسلا ِف ْنَم ْمُْكَحَْري ِضْر

“Those who show mercy [to others], the Most Merciful will show 

them mercy. So be merciful to those on earth and the One above 

the sky will be merciful with you.” (Tirmidhī, no. 1924) And he 

() said:  

 	ُمَحُْري 5َ ُمَحَْري 5َ ْنَم

“The one who does not show mercy will not be shown 

mercy.” (Bukhāri, no. 6013) And it has been narrated from ʿUmar 

Ibn ʿAbdul-ʿAzeez (may Allah’s mercy be upon him) that he would 

write to the governors when an earthquake would strike 

commanding them to give in charity.5 

 
4 The Prophet () said: 

ل ٌْليَو ْمَُكل Yَُّا ُرِفْغَي اوُرِفْغاَو اوَُحُْرت اوَُحْرا
َ
 َنوُُِّصي َنيَِّلا َنيِِّصُْمِلل ٌْليَو ِلْوَْقلا ِعاَمْق

sََ َنوُمَلْعَي ْمُهَو اُولَعَف اَم 
“Show mercy and you will be shown mercy. Forgive and Allah will forgive 
you. Woe to the vessels that catch words (i.e., the ears). Woe to those who 
persist and consciously continue in what they are doing.” (Al-Adab al-
Mufrad, no. 380, graded sahīh by Al-Albāni) 
5 The Prophet () said, “This nation of mine is a nation that is 
shown mercy. There will be no punishment for them in the Hereafter—
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And from the means of well-being and safety in such times from all 

types of evil is the hastening of the rulers in calling to account the 

foolish (wrongdoers and criminals), obligate them to adhere to the 

Truth, establish the Law of Allah upon them, and enjoin good and 

prohibit evil just as Allah has stated: 

أ ْمُهُضْعَب ُتٰـَنِمْؤُْملٱَو َنوُنِمْؤُْملٱَو
َ
َأي ۚ ٍۢضْعَب ُٓءَاِلْو

ْ
 ِنَع َنْوَْهنَيَو ِفوُرْعَْملِٱب َنوُرُم

أ ۚ ٓۥَُلوُسَرَو ََّ�ٱ َنوُعيِطُيَوَ ةٰوَكَّزلٱ َنُوتْؤُيَوَ ةَٰولَّصلٱ َنوُمِيقُيَوِ رَكنُْملٱ
ُ
 َِكئٰٓـَلو

 « ٌميِكَح ٌزِيزَع ََّ�ٱ َِّنإ ۗ َُّ�ٱ ُمُهَُحَْيَس

“The believing men and believing women are allies of one 

another. They enjoin what is right and forbid what is wrong and 

establish prayer and give zakāh and obey Allāh and His 

Messenger. Those―Allāh will have mercy upon them. Indeed, 

 
instead their punishment in this world will be trials, earthquakes and 
being killed.” (Al-Albānī declared this hadīth to be authentic saying, ‘It was 
reported by Abu Dāwūd (4278), Al-Hākim (4/444), Ahmad (4/410,418) from 
the route of Al-Masʿūdī from Saʿīd Ibn Abī Burdah from his father from Abu 
Mūsā… Al-Hākim said, ‘It has a sahīh chain of narration.’ Adh-Dhahabī 
agreed. Ibn Hajr said, ‘Its chain of narration is hasan.’ See as-Sahīhah, no. 
959) Meaning, that there are some from this ummah who are tried and 
punished in this world, and therefore, their punishment in the Hereafter is 
mitigated or removed altogether—and that is from the great Mercy of Allah 
that He bestows upon whom He wills.  
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Allāh is Exalted in Might and Wise.” (at-Tawbah: 71) And He (the 

Most High) said: 

 � ٌزِيزَع ٌِّىوَقَل ََّ�ٱ َِّنإ ۗ ٓۥُهُُصَني نَم َُّ�ٱ َّنَُصَنَلَو
ْلٱ ِف ْمُهٰـَّنَّكَّم ِنإ َنيَِّلٱ

َ
أ ِضْر

َ
أَوَ ةٰوَكَّزلٱ اَُوتاَءَوَ ةَٰولَّصلٱ اوُمَاق

َ
 اْوَهَنَو ِفوُرْعَْملِٱب اوُرَم

ْلٱ ُةَِبقٰـَعِ َِّ�َو ِۗ رَكنُْملٱ ِنَع
ُ
 Àِ روُم

“Verily, Allah will help those who help His cause. Truly, Allah is 

All-Strong, All-Mighty. Those who, if We give them authority in 

the land, they enjoin prayers, pay the Zakāt―and they enjoin 

good, and forbid evil. And to Allāh belongs the outcome of all 

matters.” (al-Hajj: 40-41) And Allah stated: 

 Ã اًجَْرَم َُّل لَْعَي ََّ�ٱ ِقَّتَي نَمَو
 ُهُبْسَح َوُهَفِ َّ�ٱ ََ[ َّْكَوَتَي نَمَو ۚ ُبَِسْتَي 5َ ُْثيَح ْنِم ُْهقُزْرَيَو

“And whoever fears Allāh, He will make for him a way out [of 

every hardship]. And will provide for him from where he does 

not expect. And whoever relies upon Allāh―then He is sufficient 

for him.” (at-Talāq: 2-3) And there are many verses similar to these. 

Furthermore, Allah’s Messenger () said:  

أِ ةَجاَح ِف َنَك ْنَم
َ

ِ ِهتَجاَح ِف َُّ�ا َنَكِ هيِخ
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“Whoever fulfils the needs of his brother, then Allah will fulfil 

his needs.” (Bukhāri no. 6951 and Muslim no. 2580)6 And he 

() said: 

 ِمَْوي ِبَرُك ْنِم ًةَبْرُك ُْهنَع َُّ�ا َسَّفَن اَْينُّلا ِبَرُك ْنِم ًةَبْرُك ٍنِمْؤُم ْنَع َسَّفَن ْنَم
 اًِملْسُم ََتَس ْنَمَوِ ةَرِخلاَو اَْينُّلا ِفِ ْهَيلَع َُّ�ا َََّسي ٍِسْعُم ََ[ َََّسي ْنَمَوِ ةَماَِيْقلا
أ ِنْوَع ِف ُْدبَْعلا َنَك اَم ِْدبَْعلا ِنْوَع ِف َُّ�اَوِ ةَرِخلاَو اَْينُّلا ِف َُّ�اُ هََتَس

َ
 ِهيِخ

“He who alleviates the suffering of a believer from the sufferings 

of the world, Allah will alleviate his suffering from the 

sufferings of the Day of Resurrection, and he who finds relief for 

one who is hard-pressed, Allah will make things easy for him in 

the Hereafter, and he who conceals the faults of a Muslim, Allah 

will conceal his faults in the world and in the Hereafter. Allah is 

at the aid of a servant so long as the servant is at the aid of his 

brother” (Muslim no. 2699 and Tirmidhi, no. 1425) And there are 

numerous narrations that carry this meaning. 

We ask Allah to rectify the affairs of all the Muslims―and that He 

grants them understanding of the Religion and makes them 

 
6 The Messenger of Allah () said: 

أ ُِملْسُْملا
َ

أ ِةَجاَح ِف َنَك ْنَمَو هُِملُْسي َ.َو ُهُِملْظَي َ. ِِملْسُْملا وُخ
َ

 ِِهتَجاَح ِف َُّ<ا َنَكِ هيِخ
“A Muslim is the brother of a Muslim, he does not oppress him, he does not 
hand him over (to an oppressor) and Whoever fulfils the needs of his 
brother, then Allah will fulfil his needs.” (Bukhāri, no. 6951) 
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steadfast upon it―that they repent to Allah for all their sins―and 

we ask that Allah rectifies the affairs of the rulers of the Muslims, 

that He aids them with the Truth, and that He vanquishes falsehood 

through them―and that He guides them to judge by the Law of 

Allah among His servants. We ask Him to give refuge to all Muslims 

from misguidance and trials, and from the inciting of the Shaytān― 

and Allah is the One in charge of that, and all-capable over it. 

May the peace and blessings of Allah be upon our Prophet 

Muhammad, his family, his Companions and all who follow them 

correctly until the Hour is established. 

ʿAbdul-ʿAzeez Ibn ʿAbdillāh Ibn Bāz (may Allah’s mercy be upon 

him) 

The late Mufti of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the head of the 

Committee of Major Scholars, and the head of the Directorate of 

Islamic Research and the Issuance of Fatāwa. 

(Source Majmooʿ Fatāwā of al-Imām Ibn Bāz, 9/148-152) 


