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-4-
‘The Discretionary Attributes™® are Established
with the Self of Allah as He Wills’—What does
this Mean?

This means that Allah (1&%%:2) becomes angry with someone
after He was not angry with him. Or that He becomes pleased with a
person after He was not pleased with him. The evidence for this in
the Qur’an is manifest and clear. Regarding the Attribute of Anger,
Allah (155253) said:
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“And he on whom My Anger descends, he has indeed per-

ished.”!

This proves that the Anger of Allah descends and afflicts. Yet, the
Kullabiyyah (and those who followed them from the Asha‘irah and
Maturidiyyah) say, ‘His Anger was always there unchanging
(qadim).” Allah (1G5355) stated:
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*® Arabic: As-Sifat Al-Tkhtiyariyyah (or As-Sifat Al-Fiiyyah). Attributes that are sub-
ject to Allah’s discretion as stated earlier.
3! Stirah Taha: 81.
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And he on whom My Anger descends, he has indeed perished.
And verily, I am indeed Oft Forgiving to him who repents, be-
lieves and does righteous good deeds, and then remains con-
stant upon guidance.”

This verse proves that Allah’s Anger descended after it was not
present upon that individual. These proofs are also reported in the
authentic Sunnah in numerous narrations that affirm the Discretion-
ary Attributes. These Prophetic narrations affirm that the Discre-
tionary Attributes are established with the Self of Allah as He Wills
and by His Ability. Allah is described with them whenever He Wills
and with whom He Wills. In this regard, Al-Bukhari and Muslim re-
port from Abdi Sa‘id al-Khudri (2fii) that Allah’s Messenger
(Asaedie) said:
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Allah will say to the people of Paradise, ‘O people of Paradise.’

!

They will respond, ‘Here we are at your service O Lord!” He
will ask them, ‘Are you pleased?’ They will reply, ‘Why should
we not be pleased! You have given us that which you have
not given to anyone of your creation.” He will say, ‘I will give
you even better than that.” They will ask, ‘O Lord, what can
be better than this?’ He will reply, ‘I will bestow my Pleasure

upon you, and I will never be angry with you after that.””

%% Siirah Taha: 81-82.
%3 Al-Bukhari no. 6549 and Muslim no. 2829.
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The point of evidence in this narration is Allah’s saying, ‘T will
bestow my Pleasure upon you,’ i.e., that His Pleasure is bestowed
upon them at that moment. Then He ($s52) said, ‘and I will never
be angry with you after that.” This proves that Allah’s Anger and
Pleasure takes place at certain times and not at other times.*

Likewise, there is the hadith of the intercession on the Day of Res-
urrection reported by Imam Muslim and others from Abu Hurayrah
(zedlies):
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Today my Lord has become so angry as He had never been

before, and He will never be after it.*

This proves that Allah’s Anger which will occur on the Day of
Resurrection has no precedence before it. So, this is an Attribute that

5o

* Ibn Al-Qayyim (£3%5) stated in some lines of poetry:

“Do you not know that He, the Most Perfect, will truly speak to His
party who are in Paradise,

He, the Owner of Majesty, will say, ‘Are you pleased? They will say, ‘We
are indeed pleased.’

‘How can we not be pleased when you have granted us that which you
granted not to any person.’

‘Is there anything besides this that is better than it we can ask from the
Bestower of Bounties.’

So, He will say, ‘Better than it is My Pleasure, so no anger will envelope
you from the Most Merciful.”

See An-Nuniyyah bi Sharh Ibn Isa, 2/581.
* Al-Bukhari nos. 3340, 4712 and Muslim no. 194.
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Allah has affirmed for Himself at a time He has Willed. These princi-
ples regarding the Discretionary Attributes of Allah are clear and ap-
parent in the Revealed Texts, and all praise is for Allah.

So, after this clarification, we come to understand that Ahlus-Sun-
nah wal-Jama‘ah firmly believe in affirming for Allah whatever He has
ascribed to Himself of Attributes whether they are unceasing, con-
tinual Attributes (As-Sifat Az-Zatiyyah) or Discretionary Attributes
connected to His Will (As-Sifat Al-Filiyyah), and we affirm them upon
their apparent meanings without likening them to the created be-
ings, and without ta'wil.

Furthermore, Ibn Kullab was not upon the ‘Agidah of Imam Ah-
mad Ibn Hanbal (&%) nor upon the creed of the Imams of early
Salaf—and the scholars would refute his interpretations of the At-
tributes (ta’wil).

One of the Salaf, Ibrahim Ibn Ahmad Ibn Shaqala Al-Hanbali (d.
369 AH) was talking to a person who was upon the doctrine of Ibn
Kullab, called Abu Sulaiman Ad-Dimashgi. So, Ibn Shagala narrated
to Abu Sulaiman the report of Anas ibn Malik (£24is;) wherein the

Messenger (is.file) said, “Indeed the hearts of mankind are be-
tween the two Fingers of Allah, and He turns them as He Wills.”

So, Abu Sulaiman said: “These (i.e., the two Fingers) are His
two Bounties.” Ibn Shaqala responded, “And does the narration
state that the two Fingers are two Bounties?!” He rebuked this
false interpretation, and said, “The two Hands are Attributes of Al-
lah’s Self. And no one preceded you in this false interpretation
except ‘Abdullah Ibn Kullab Al-Qattan whose beliefs you have
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embraced. And there no consideration to be given to the inter-
pretation you mention that the hearts of the servants are be-
tween the two Bounties from the Bounties of Allah!”

He continued, “Your belief is that the Speech of Allah contains
no command or prohibition, no ambiguous verses, no abrogating
verses and no abrogated verses. You believe that His speech cannot
be heard because according to you, Allah does not Speak with a Voice
and Miisa (3&iuk) did not hear the Speech of Allah with his own
hearing. You believe that Allah created inside Miisa (§2ia) an un-
derstanding with which he understood!” So, when Abu Sulaiman saw
what Ibn Kullab was upon of repulsive and ugly beliefs, he said, “I
hope by opposing Ibn Kullab Al-Qattan in this issue I will have re-
jected his madhhab [totally].”*

And Ibn Taymiyyah (k) stated, “Al-Harith Al-Muhasibi as-
cribed himself to the saying of Ibn Kullab and for this reason, Ahmad
Ibn Hanbal ordered that Al-Muhasabi should be boycotted—and Ahmad

would warn against Ibn Kullab and his followers.”™”

% See Tabagqat Al-Hanabilah 2/133-135.
*” Dar‘u Ta‘arad al-‘Aql wa-Nagql, 2/6.
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