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“LEARN THE KNOWLEDGE (OF ISLAM) BEFORE IT IS 

TAKEN AWAY, AND IT WILL BE TAKEN AWAY BY 

THE DEATH OF THE SCHOLARS.” 

By Abu Khadeejah ʿAbdul-Wāhid Alam 

All praise is due to Allah, the Lord of all creation; may 
Allah extol the mention of our noble Prophet 
Muhammad in the highest company of Angels and give 
him peace and security―and his family, his 
Companions and all those who follow him correctly 
until the establishment of the Hour. 

Allah () made the stars in the sky as guides for 
travellers in the night:  

2 نَودُتَهْيَ مْهُ مِجَّْلٱِبوَ  
“And by the stars, they guide themselves [during 
the night].” (an-Nahl: 16) And Allah has made stars in 
the earth those who are guides that direct the people to 
the Straight Path, and they are the scholars. Allah 
stated: 

أ مْهُـٰنَْلعَجَوَ
َ
أِب نَودُهْيَ ةًَّمِئ

َ
أوَ اَنِرمْ

َ
تِٰرَْيلَْٱ لَعِْف مْهِْلَِإٓ انَْيحَوْ  
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“And We made them leaders, guiding mankind by 
Our command, and We inspired them to do good 
deeds…” (al-Anbiyā’, 21:73) 

The scholars are bright lamps and stars that guide 
people out from darkness where they stumble and fall. 
They extinguish the calls of the misguided ones and the 
people of desires (ahlul-dalāl wal-hawā). They illuminate 
the Right Path from the deviated paths for those who 
sincerely seek the truth. By way of the scholars 
(ʿulamā’), Allah guides people to a happy life and to the 
purification of their souls from sin and corruption. Ibn 
al-Qayyim (d. 752H) stated in Iʿlām al-Muwaqqiʿīn: 

 مْهُُلَِنْمَوَ مWَِسْلِْا ءُاهَقَفُ :لٌصَْف
“Chapter: The Scholars of Islam and their Status.” 

لْا فِ مْهُفَ
َ
 فِ نُايَْلَْا يدِتَهْيَ مْهِِب .ِءامََّسلا فِ مِوجُُّلاِ ةَلِنْمَِب ضِرْ

أ مْهِْلَإ سِاَّلا ةُجَاحَوَ .ِءامَْلَّظلا
َ

 مِاعََّطلا lَإ مْهِِتجَاحَ نْمِ مُظَعْ
أ مْهُتُعَاطَوَ .بِاََّشلاوَ

َ
لْاِ ةعَاطَ نْمِ مْهِْيَلعَ ضَرَْف

ُ
 صِّنَِبِ ءاَبلْاوَ تِاهََّم

 lَاعَتَ xَُّا لَاَق بِاتَكِْلا
“The scholars on earth have the same station as the 
stars in the sky—the bewildered ones are guided by way 
of them in the depths of darkness. The need of the 
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people for them is greater than their need for food and 
drink. And obedience to them holds a greater 
obligation than obedience to their mothers and fathers 
according to the text of the Book where Allah has said: 

أَٰٓـي
َ
أ اوٓنُمَاءَ نَيَِّلٱ اهَُّي

َ
أوَ xََّٱ اوعُيطِ

َ
أوَ لَوسَُّرلٱ اوعُيطِ

ُ
لْٱ لِو

َ
ِ رمْ

 مْتُنكُ نِإ لِوسَُّرلٱوَِ xَّٱ lَِإُ هوُّدرَُفۢ ءٍشَْ فِ مْتُعْزَـٰنَتَ نِإَف ۖ مْكُنمِ
ْٔـلٱ مِوَْلْٱوَِ xَّٱِب نَونُمِؤُْت أوَ يٌْخَ كَِلٰذَ ِۚ رخِاَ

َ
أَت نُسَحْ

ْ
 � Wًيِو

‘O you who believe, obey Allah, and obey the 
Messenger, and those of you who are in authority. And 
if you differ in anything amongst yourselves, refer it to 
Allah and His Messenger if you believe in Allah and the 
Last Day. That is better and more suitable for final 
determination.’ (an-Nisā’ 4:59) 

ِرلا ىدَحْإ فِ سٍاَّبعَ نُْبِ xَّا دُْبعَ لَاَق	  دِْبعَ نُْب رُِباجَوَ هُْنعَ يِْتَيَاوَّ
أوَ ُّيصَِْلْا نُسَلَْاوَِ xَّا

َ
أ نُْب ءُاطَعَوَِ ةَلِاعَْلا وُب

َ
 كُاَّحَّضلاوَ حٍابَرَ بِ

ِرلا ىدَحْإ فِ دٌِهامَُوَ أ :هُْنعَ يِْتَيَاوَّ
ُ
لْا وُلو

َ
 وَهُوَ ءُامََلعُْلا مْهُِ رمْ

ِرلا ىدَحْإ أ مِامَلِْا نْعَ يِْتَيَاوَّ
َ

 .دَحَْ
ʿAbdullāh Ibn ʿAbbās () said in one of the two 
reports from him, also Jābir Ibn ʿAbdillāh, al-Hasan al-
Basrī, Abul-ʿĀliyah, ʿAtā’ Ibn Abī Rabāh, ad-Dahhāk and 
Mujāhid in a one of two reports from him: ‘Those in 
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authority are the scholars.’ And this position is also 
reported in one of the two narrations from Imām 
Ahmad. 

أ لَاَقوَ
َ
ِرلا فِ سٍاَّبعَ نُْباوََ ةرَْيرَهُ وُب لْاِ ةَياوَّ

ُ
أ نُْب دُْيزَوَ ىرَخْ

َ
 مََلسْ

لْا مْهُ	:لٌِتاقَمُوَ ُّيدُِّّسلاوَ
ُ
ِرلا وَهُوَ .ءُارَمَ أ نْعَ ةُيَِناَّلا ةَُياوَّ

َ
 ةُعَاطَ	:دَحَْ

لْا
ُ
 .ِءامََلعُْلاِ ةعَاطَِل ةٌعَِباَتِ ءارَمَ

Abu Hurayrah and Ibn ʿAbbās () stated in another 
narration, and likewise Zayd Ibn Aslam, as-Suddī and 
Muqātil: ‘They (i.e., the scholars) are the leaders.’ And 
in a second report from Ahmad, he said: ‘Obedience to 
the rulers follows on from and is contingent on 
obedience to the scholars.’ 

أ قُيِقحَّْلاوَ
َ

لْا َّن
ُ
أ اذَإ نَوعُاطَيُ امََّنإ ءَارَمَ

َ
 .مِْلِعْلا ضَتَقْمُِب اورُمَ

 فِ نُوكَُت امََّنإ ةَعَاَّطلا َّنِإَف .ِءامََلعُْلاِ ةعَاطَِل عٌبَتَ مْهُتُعَاطَفَ
أ امَوَ فِورُعْمَْلا

َ
أ امَكََف .مُْلِعْلا هُبَجَوْ

َ
ِ ةعَاطَِل عٌبَتَِ ءامََلعُْلا ةَعَاطَ َّن

لْا ةُعَاطَفَ .لِوسَُّرلا
ُ
 مWَِسْلِْا مُايَِق نَكَ اَّمَلوَ .ِءامََلعُْلاِ ةعَاطَِل عٌبَتَِ ءارَمَ

لْاوَِ ءامََلعُْلا تَْفَِئاطَِب
ُ
 حWَُصَ نَكَ .اعًبَتَ مْهَُل مْهُُّكُ سُاَّلا نَكَوَِ ءارَمَ

 دُْبعَ لَاَق امَكَ	.امَِهِداسَفَِبُ هدُاسََفوَ يِْتَفَِئاَّطلا يَِْتاهَ حWَِصَِب مَِلاعَْلا
 احََلصَ اذَإ سِاَّلا نْمِ نِافَْنصِ	:فَِلَّسلا نْمُِ هيُْغَوَ كِرَابَمُْلا نُْبِ xَّا
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 نْمَ	لَيِق	.سُاَّلا دَسََف ادَسََف اذَ´ سُاَّلا حََلصَ
 .ءُامََلعُْلاوَ	كُوُلمُْلا	لَاَق	.مْهُ

This means that the rulers are shown obedience if they 
command with that which agrees with the knowledge 
(i.e., the Sharīʿah)—so obedience to them follows on 
from and is contingent upon obedience to the people of 
knowledge. And obedience is only in that which is 
correct, and in that which is obligated by the 
knowledge. Likewise, obedience to the scholars follows 
on from and is contingent upon obedience to the 
Messenger (), and obedience to the rulers 
follows on from and is contingent upon obedience to 
the scholars. The religion, therefore, is established by 
way of these two groups: the scholars and the rulers—
and the people, all of them, follow their lead. 
Furthermore, the rectification of the world is through 
the rectification of these two groups—and its 
corruption occurs when these two groups become 
corrupt just as ʿAbdullāh Ibn Mubārak (d. 181 H) and 
other early scholars of the Salaf said: ‘There are two 
groups from the people, if they are rectified, the 
people will be rectified but if they are corrupt, the 
people will be corrupt.’ It was said: ‘Who are they?’ 
He replied: ‘The kings and the scholars.’” 
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The great scholars of Islam are the preservers and 
memorisers of the Prophetic Tradition, the defenders, 
and protectors of the ʿAqeedah (Creed) and Minhāj 
(Methodology) of the Prophet () and his 
Companions—those who stood firm against the people 
of innovation, refuted them, and warned against 
them—they are the erudite brilliant men and leaders of 
this Ummah. 

أ مُامَلِْا مْهِيِف لَاَق نَيَِّلا مْهُوَ
َ

 فِِ ةرَوهُشْمَْلاِ هِتبَطْخُ فِ لٍبَْنحَ نُْب دُحَْ
ِدَّرلا فِِ هِباتَِك  ِ:ةَّيمِهْلَْاوَِ ةَقِداَنَّزلا ََ¶ ّ

It is about them whom Imām Ahmad Ibn Hanbal (d. 241 
H ) spoke in his famous work ar-Raddu ʿalaz-
Zanādiqah wal-Jahmiyyah when he said:  

أ نْمِ اَياقَبَ لِسُُّرلا نْمِ ةٍتََْف نِامَزَ كُِّ فِ لَعَجَ يَِّلاِ xَِّ دُمْلَْا
َ
 لِهْ

لْا ََ¶ مْهُْنمِ نَوبُِصْيَوَ .ىدَهُْلا lَإ َّلضَ نْمَ نَوعُدَْي مِْلِعْلا
َ
 .ىذَ

أِ xَّاِ رونُِب نَوصُِّبَيُوَ .تَوْمَْلا lَاعَتَِ xَّا بِاتَكِِب نَويُحْيُوَ
َ
 لَهْ

أ دَْق سٍيِلْبلِِ لٍيِتَق نْمِ مْكََف .مَعَْلا
َ

 دَْق هٍِئاَت لٍّاضَ نْمِ مْكَوَ .ُهوْيَحْ
أ امَفَ .ُهوْدَهَ

َ
أ نَسَحْ

َ
أ امَوَ سِاَّلا ََ¶ مْهُرََث

َ
أ حَبَقْ

َ
 .مْهِْيَلعَ سِاَّلا رََث

أَتوَ يَِلطِْبمُْلا لِاحَِتْناوَ يَِلاغَْلا فَيِرْتَِ xَّا بِاتَِك نْعَ نَوفُْنيَ
ْ
 لِيِو

أ اودُقَعَ نَيَِّلا .يَِلِهالَْا
َ
أوَ .ِةعَدِْلْا ةَيَِوْل

َ
 مْهُفَ .ِةنَْتِفْلا نَانَعَ اوقَُلطْ
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ِ ةَقرَافَمُ ََ¶ نَوعُمِْمُ بِاتَكِْلِل نَوفُِلامَُ بِاتَكِْلا فِ نَوفُِلتَْمُ
 .مٍْلعِِ يْغَِبِ xَّا بِاتَِك فِوَِ xَّا فِوَِ xَّا ََ¶ نَوُلوقُيَ .بِاتَكِْلا
 امَِب سِاَّلا لَاَّهجُ نَوعُدَخْيَوَ .مÊََِْلا نْمِِ هِباشََتمُْلاِب نَومَُّكَتَيَ
ِبشَُي ِلضِمُْلاِ ةنَْتِف نْمِِ xََّاِب ذُوعُنَفَ .مْهِْيَلعَ نَوهُّ  .يَّ

“All praise is due to Allah who raises up in every age 
between the [sending of the] Messengers vestiges from 
the people of knowledge who call the astray ones to 
guidance—they patiently bear the harm that they 
receive from them—they give life through the Book of 
Allah, the Most High, to the dead—they give sight to the 
blind by the light of Allah. How many that have been 
killed by Iblīs have they brought back to life? How 
many astray ones have they guided aright? Look how 
beautiful their effect has been upon the people and 
look how wicked the people have been to them.  

They expel from the Book of Allah the distortions of 
those who go beyond bounds, the lies of the falsifiers 
and the false interpretations of the ignorant ones—
those who raise the banner of innovation, who let loose 
the reigns of tribulation (fitnah). They differ concerning 
the Book (of Allah), they oppose the Book—and they are 
united in their dividing from the Book. They speak 
about Allah and concerning the Book of Allah without 
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knowledge—they talk with ambiguous, vague, and 
unclear speech—and they deceive the ignorant people 
with doubts that they throw at them. We seek refuge 
with Allah from the trials of the misguided.” 

When these great scholars pass away and die, and the 
people are not left with anyone to turn to, they go 
astray and are destroyed—they rely upon the ignorant 
among them for information about Islam, so Shaytān 
misguides them. ʿAbdullāh Ibn ʿAmr Ibn al-ʿĀs () 
narrated that the Messenger of Allah () said: 

 ضُِبقْيَ نْكَِلوَ .ِدابَِعْلا نَمِ هُعُِتَْنيَ عًاتَِْنا مَْلِعْلا ضُِبقْيَ xََّ Íَا َّنِإ
 اسًوءُرُ سُاَّلا ذَََّتا .امًِلعَ قِْبيُ مَْل اذَِإ َّتحَِ ءامََلعُْلا ضِْبقَِب مَْلِعْلا
أَف اوُلِئسَُف Íًاَّهجُ

َ
أوَ اوُّلضََف .مٍْلعِِ يْغَِب اوْتَفْ

َ
 .اوُّلضَ

“Allah does not take away the knowledge by 
snatching it from the hearts of the people but takes 
it away by the death of the scholars until not one of 
them remains. Then, the people will take as their 
leaders, ignorant persons who when asked will give 
their verdict without knowledge. So, they will go 
astray and will lead the people astray.”1  

 
1 Bukhārī, no. 100, Muslims, no. 2673 and others. 
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In a narration of al-Bukhārī (no. 7307), he () 
said: 

أرَِب نَوتُفْيُفَ نَوْتَفْتَسُْي لٌاَّهجُ سٌاَن قَْبيَفَ
ْ
 .نَوُّلضِيَوَ نَوُّلضِيُفَ .مْهِِي

“Then there will remain ignorant people who, when 
consulted, will give verdicts according to their 
opinions—they will mislead others and go astray.” 

Al-Bukhārī () prefaces the above reports with the 
heading: 

 مُْلِعْلا ضُبَقْيُ فَْيكَ باب
“How knowledge will be taken away.” Then he 
narrated: 

أ lَِإِ زيِزعَْلا دِْبعَ نُْب رُمَعُ بَتَكَوَ
َ

 نْمِ نَكَ امَ رْظُْنا اٍزْحَ نِْبِ ركَْب بِ
 سَورُدُ تُفْخِ نِِّإَف .هُْبتُكْاَف مََّلسَوَِ هْيَلعَ xَُّا َّلصَِ xَّا لِوسُرَ ثِيدِحَ
ِ هْيَلعَ xَُّا َّلصَ بَِِّّلا ثَيدِحَ Íَِّإ لْبَقْتَ Íَوَ .ِءامََلعُْلا بَاهَذَوَ مِْلِعْلا
 مَْلِعْلا َّنِإَف .مَُلعْيَ Íَ نْمَ مََّلعَيُ َّتحَ اوسُِلجَْلْوَ .مَْلِعْلا اوشُفُْلْوَ .مََّلسَوَ
Íَ َاًّسِ نَوكَُي َّتحَ كُِلهْي. 

“ʿUmar Ibn ʿAbdul-ʿAzīz (d. 101 H) wrote to Abu Bakr 
Ibn Hazm saying, ‘Search for the ahādīth (traditions) of 
Allah’s Messenger () and write them down for 
I am afraid that knowledge will vanish, and the scholars 
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will pass away. Do not accept anything but the 
narrations of the Prophet ()—and spread 
knowledge—sit and teach the one who does not know, 
for knowledge does not vanish except when it is kept 
secret.’” 

The Prophet () warned us of the ignorant 
callers who will seek to replace the scholars: 

أرَِب نَوتُفْيُفَ نَوْتَفْتَسُْي لٌاَّهجُ سٌاَن قَْبيَفَ
ْ
 .نَوُّلضِيَوَ نَوُّلضِيُفَ .مْهِِي

“Then there will remain ignorant people who, when 
consulted, will give Fatwas according to their opinions—
they will mislead others and go astray themselves.”  

So, he () explained that from greatest of 
reasons for evil and misguidance in the Ummah is the 
death of the scholars—and also people abandoning 
their scholars, and taking the ignorant ones, the foolish 
and deviated misguided innovators as their leaders and 
reference points in religion. They speak with their 
opinions and desires, not with the ahādīth of Allah’s 
Messenger ()—they do not study the books of 
ʿAqeedah of the Salaf—and if they do read them, they 
not act upon them nor call to them. These are callers 
standing at the Gates of Hell—they do not act upon the 
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the Manhaj of the Salaf2—instead they wait for the 
scholars to die, or they disconnect the people from 
them, and they take every opportunity to lead more 
and more people astray. Their goal is to have their own 
group, a large following, status, fame, and wealth—and 
once these evil traits are ingrained in the soul of a 
human, the heart has been killed by Iblīs. 

So, it is upon you, O servants of Allah, to seek 
knowledge before it is taken away. Al-Imām ʿAbdullāh 
Ibn ʿAbdur-Rahmān ad-Dārimī as-Samarqandi (d. 255 H) 
reported in al-Musnad, better known as as-Sunan (no. 
144): 

أ
َ

أ اَنبََخْ
َ
لْا انَثََّدحَِ ةيَِغمُْلا وُب

َ
أ نِْب يَْيَ نْعَ ُّعِازَوْ

َ
أ نْعَ يٍِثكَ بِ

َ
 بِ

 مَْلِعْلا اومَُّلعَتَ هُْنعَ xَُّا ضَِرَ دٍوعُسْمَ نُْبِ xَّا دُْبعَ لَاَق	:لَاَق	ةََبWَِق
أ لَْبقَ

َ
أ هُضُْبقَوَ .ضَبَقْيُ نْ

َ
أ بَهَذَْي نْ

َ
أ .هُُلهْ

َ
Íَ ´عَُّطنََّلاوَ مْكُاَّي 

 .قِيِتعَْلاِب مْكُْيَلعَوَ عَدَِلْاوَ قَُّمعََّلاوَ
ʿAbdullāh Ibn Masʿūd () said, “Learn knowledge 
(of the Religion) before it is taken away—and it is be 
taken away by the death of its people (i.e., the 
scholars). And beware of going to extremes, delving 

 
2 Though they may claim they are upon the Sunnah and the 
madhhab of the Salaf in order to gather a following. 
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deeply into matters, and beware of innovations—
upon you is to cling to the old way.”3  

This old way is the Minhāj of the Sunnah of the Prophet 
() and his Companions: 

أ نْعَوَ
َ

 لَاَق  ملسو هيلع xا لصِ xا لَوسُرَ َّنِإ	:لَاَق ثِِّْيَّللا دٍِقاوَ بِ
 اَي لُعَفْنَ فَْيكَ	:اوُلاَق	.ةٌنَْتِف نُوكُتَسَ اهََّنِإ :طٍاسَِب ََ¶ سٌوُلجُ نُْنَوَ -
ِ xا لَوسُرَ
أَف طِاسَِبْلا lَِإُ هدََي َّدرََف :لَاَق

َ
 .اذَكَهَ نَوُلعَفْتَ	:لَاَق	ِ.هِب كَسَمْ

أ امًوَْي ملسو هيلع xا لصِ xا لُوسُرَ مْهَُل رَكَذَوَ
َ
 نُوكُتَسَ اهََّن

 امَ نَوعُمَسَْت		:ذٌاعَمُ لَاقَفَ	.سِاَّلا نَمِ يٌِثكَ هُعْمَسَْي مَْلَف		.ةٌنَْتِف
 ِ.xا لُوسُرَ لُوقُيَ
 اَلَ فَْيكََف	:اوُلاَق		. ةٌنَْتِف نُوكُتَسَ اهََّنِإ 	:لُوقُيَ		:لَاَق		.لَاَق امَ		:اوُلاَق
أ ِ.xا لَوسُرَ اَي

َ
  .عُنَصَْن فَْيكَ وْ

أ lَِإ نَوعُجِرَْت 	.لَاَق
َ
لْا مُكُِرمْ

َ
 . لَِّو

Abu Wāqid al-Laithi () said: “Whilst we were 
sitting with the Prophet () on a rug spread 
out, he said: ‘Indeed there will be fitnah!’ It was 

 
3 Ad-Dārimī with the explanation Fathul-Mannān 2/115, Al-
Musannaf of ʿAbdur-Razzāq 11/252, Jāmiʿ Bayān Al-ʿIlm wa 
Fadlihi 1/152, Al-‘Amr bil-Ittibāʿ p. 59. 
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said: ‘How should we behave O Allah’s 
Messenger?’ So, he took firm hold of the rug and 
said: ‘You will behave like this!’”  

In another narration from Muʿādh Ibn Jabal (), 
Allah’s Messenger () said: ‘Indeed there will 
be fitnah!’ But the people were not listening, so Muʿādh 
() said: ‘Did you not hear what Allah’s 
Messenger said?’ They asked: ‘What did he say?’ He 
said: ‘Indeed there will be fitnah.’ So, they asked: ‘How 
should we conduct ourselves, O Messenger of 
Allah?’ He replied: ‘You should return back to the 
affair is it was in the beginning.’”4 

Today we see people calling to unite the Muslim Ummah 
because they see within it groups, divisions, and 
partisanship—but because they have abandoned the 
Methodology and the Path of the Salaf, all they achieve 
is further division, controversy and differing! In all the 
decades they’ve spent in this mission, what have they 
achieved of unity? The answer is, nothing.  

Yet, they are all united in their mantra, ‘the Salafis 
divide the Ummah!’ So, what unification of the Ummah 
have they brought? They have not brought to the 

 
4 At-Tabarānī in al-Kabīr no. 3307, al-Awsat no. 8679 and graded 
sahīh by al-Albānī in as-Sahīhah, no. 3165. 
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people the ʿAqeedah of the Sahābah, nor their 
Methodology, and nor their piety—and they have not 
increased except in misguidance, weakness, and further 
disunity.  

Rather after all these centuries, it is the Salafis alone—
i.e., ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jamāʿah, and they are ahlul-Hadīth 
wal-Athar—that remain united upon the original way, 
the Path of the Sahābah, and they have never ceased 
calling to that. 

So, it is upon you, O Muslims, to seek out knowledge, to 
recognise the scholars, to visit them, and to benefit 
from them and their students, and especially the elders 
among them. Allah raises in rank the people of 
knowledge: 

أ نَيَِّلٱوَ مْكُنمِ اونُمَاءَ نَيَِّلٱ xَُّٱ عَِفرَْي
ُ
 xَُّٱوَ ۚ تٍۢـٰجَرَدَ مَْلِعْلٱ اوُتو

 í يٌِبخَ نَوُلمَعْتَ امَِب
“Allāh will raise those who have believed among you 
and those who were given knowledge, by degrees. 
And Allāh is Aware of what you do.” (al-Mujādilah, 
58:11) Allah’s Messenger () has obligated 
upon the Ummah to honour the Scholar: 

 هَُّقحَ انَمِِلاعَِل فِْرعْيَوَ اَنيَِغصَ مْحَرْيَوَ اَنيَِبكَ َّليُِ مْل نْمَ اَّنمِ سَْيَل
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“He is not from us who do not honour our elder one, 
have mercy on our young one and does not 
acknowledge the right due our scholar.”5 

Imām as-Saʿdī () said: “From the ʿAqeedah of ahlus-
Sunnah wal-Jamāʿah is that they show obedience to Allah 
by showing respect to the guided scholars—meaning 
that they seek nearness to Allah by respecting the 
scholars, extolling them and protecting their honour.” 

The presence of scholars is a bounty from Allah and 
from His Mercy, and their passing away is a tragedy 
that afflicts the earth and its people. It is a trial for the 
Ummah when their scholars die—their absence gives 
rise to calamities, and it is a sign of the Last Hour. 
Allah’s Messenger () said: 

أ نْمِ َّنِإ
َ

أِ ةعَاَّسلا طِاشَْ
َ

 رُمْلَْا بَشَُْيوَ لُهْلَْا تَبُْثيَوَ مُْلِعْلا عَفَرُْي نْ
	.اَنِزّلا رَهَظْيَوَ

“From among the signs of the Hour are that (1) 
knowledge will be taken away, (2) ignorance will 
become established, (3) drinking of alcohol will be 

 
5 Ahmad, al-Hākim, graded hasan by al-Albānī, see Sahīh al-Jāmīʿ, 
no. 5443. 
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prevalent, (4) and fornication will be become 
widespread.”6 

This is the end-result of the disappearance of the 
scholars and callers to Allah—with their deaths, 
knowledge disappears, those who act righteously 
become scarce and corruption spreads. True scholars 
teach the people and act upon what they call to—they 
do not seek fame and status, they do not fear poverty, 
they enjoin the good and forbid the evil according to 
the Sunnah without fearing the blame of those who 
oppose them and ridicule them.  

It is a fact that whichever land has few scholars, and 
few duʿāt who call to Tawheed and Sunnah, the more its 
people will be engrossed in sins until the worst of lands 
in immorality, disobedience and transgression is where 
there are no people of knowledge of Sunnah, Hadīth 
and Salafiyyah. These are the lands where the ignorant, 
misguided innovators and sinners hold reign because 
the people take them as leaders and consult with them, 
leading them further and further astray—and we seek 
Allah’s refuge from that.  

 
6 Al-Bukhārī, no. 80. 
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The people of Sunnah weep over the loss of their 
scholars and callers to Allah, and are saddened because 
they know what the world has lost—but the ignorant 
one does not know what the world has lost, so he 
wanders around in blindness—may Allah guide the 
Muslims! 

 هيف قيرطب	-xا مكحر- مكنظ امف -xا هحر- يرجلا لاق
 مل نإف .ءاملظ ةلل ف هكولس lإ سالا جاتحيو .ةيثك تافآ
 ءضت حيباصم هيف مهل xا ضيقف .اويت Íإو ءايض هيف نكي
 .سالا نم تاقبط تءاج مث .ةيفاعلاو ةمWسلا ¶ هوكلسف .مهل
Í تئفط ذإ كلذك مه امنيبف .اوكلسف هيف كولسلا نم مهل دب 
 ف ءاملعلا اذكه .مهب مكنظ امف .ةملظلا ف اوقبف .حيباصملا
 فيك Íو ضئارفلا ءادأ فيك سالا نم يثك ملعي Í .سالا
 هقلخ هب هدبعي ام عيج ف xا دبعي فيك Íو مراحملا بانتجا
 ملعلا سردو سالا َّيت ءاملعلا تام اذإف .ءاملعلا ءاقبب Íإ
 .لهلا رهظو مهتومب

Al-Imām al-Ājurrī () said: “Can you imagine, may 
Allah’s mercy be upon you, if there was a path with 
many dangers but the people had to travel that path in 
the deepest darkness of the night—and if they do not 
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have a light, they will walk without direction and in 
confusion. So, Allah sends to them lamps that light up 
their path. So, they walk upon it in safety and 
wellbeing. Then there comes along a next group of 
people, and they must walk the same path, so they do 
so—but as they are walking, the lamps are 
extinguished—so they are thrown into darkness. So, 
what do you think will happen to them? This is what 
the scholars are among the people. Many people do not 
know how to carry out the obligations of the Religion, 
how to avoid the prohibitions—they don’t know how to 
worship Allah in all the ways that He is to be 
worshipped except due to the presence of the scholars 
among them. So, when the scholars die, the people are 
left without direction, and in confusion—knowledge 
departs by their deaths, and ignorance becomes 
prevalent.”7 

 مٍلع توم نم نُوهأ دٍبع فلأ تُوم هنع xا ضر رمع لاق	
 همارحو xا لWب يٍصب

ʿUmar () said: “The death of a thousand 
worshippers is easier (upon the Ummah) than the death 

 
7 Akhlāq al-ʿUlamā’ of al-Ājurrī, p. 96. 
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of a scholar who has insightful knowledge of that which 
is Halāl and Harām with Allah.”8  

Ibn al-Qayyim commented: “The speech of ʿUmar is 
understood to mean that this scholar with his 
knowledge and guidance demolishes everything that 
Iblīs builds. As for the general worshipper, then his 
benefit is restricted to only himself.”9 

For this reason, the scholars of Sunnah, Salafiyyah and 
Hadīth, the defenders of the Religion and its ʿAqeedah 
and its Manhaj are guardians of the Religion upon earth 
who stand against falsehood—and are not spoken about 
except with virtue. Abu Jaʿfar at-Tahāwī (d. 321 H 
) said: 

أ يَِعِباَّلا نَمِ مْهُدَعْبَ نْمَوَ يَِقِباَّسلا نَمِ فَِلَّسلا ءُامََلعُوَ
َ
ِ يْلَْا لِهْ

لْاوَ
َ
أوَِ رَث

َ
 مْهُرَكَذَ نْمَوَ لِيمِلَْاِب Íَِّإ نَورُكَذُْي Íَِ رظََّلاوَِ هقِْفْلا لِهْ

 .ليبسلا يغ ¶ وهف ءٍوسُِب
“The Scholars of the Salaf from the foremost ones—and 
those who came after them from the Successors (at-
Tābiʿīn), the people of virtue, narrations (ahlul-Athar), 
the people understanding and insight are not to be 

 
8 Cited by Ibn ʿAbdil-Barr in Jāmiʿ al-ʿUlūm wal-Hikam, 1/128. 
9 Miftāh Dār as-Saʿādah of Ibn Qayyim al-Jawziyyah, no. 116. 
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mentioned but with excellence—and whoever speaks 
about them in an evil way is upon other than the 
Straight Path.”10  

Ash-Shaikh Al-ʿAllāmah, Sālih Al-Fawzān (may Allah 
preserve him) commented: “The author moves on 
[from the Sahābah] to mention those who come after 
them in virtue, and they are the scholars. So, the 
scholars of this Ummah have status and virtue after the 
Sahābah because they are the inheritors of the 
Prophets due to the saying of the Messenger, ‘The 
scholars are the inheritors of the Prophets’. And the 
intent here is the scholars of ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jamāʿah, 
the people of knowledge, insight and understanding, 
ahlul-Athar, and they are ahlul-Hadīth…” 

Shaikh Sālih Ālish-Shaikh commented in his 
explanation of at-Tahāwiyyah: 

“That is because they are the transmitters of the 
Sharīʿah and they issue fatāwā in matters of Sharīʿah, and 
they explain to the people the meanings of the Speech 
of Allah () in His Book, and the meanings of the 
ahādīth of the Prophet (). They are the ones 
who repel the attacks against the Religion—and they do 

 
10 ʿAqeedat at-Tahāwiyyah, no. 97. 
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so by establishing the Correct Belief and by establishing 
the Sunnah of the Prophet (), and by refuting 
the fabrications [against it], and the futile narrations 
which are falsely ascribed to the Prophet ().”  

The role of the Scholars is crucial in the preservation of 
the Religion. Allāh’s Messenger () 
stated: “This knowledge will be carried by the 
trustworthy of every generation. They will expel 
from it the distortions of those who go to extremes, 
the lies of the falsifiers, and the interpretations of 
the ignorant.”11 

ʿAllāmah Sadīq Hasan Khān () said, “The saying of 
the Messenger (), ‘They will expel from it the 
distortions of those who go to extremes’ means the changes 
made by those who go beyond bounds in the affair of 
the Religion. ‘Distortions’ refers to exchanging the Truth 
for falsehood by them changing the words [of the 
Revealed Texts] or by changing their meanings. ‘The lies 

 
11 Reported by Ibn Qutaybah in ʿUyūn Al-Akhbār 2/119, al-Bayhaqī 
in as-Sunan al-Kubrā 10/209, al-Ājurrī in ash-Sharīʿah no. 1-2, at-
Tabrīzī in Mishkāt al-Masābīh no. 248, Ibn ʿAbdul-Barr in At-
Tamhīd 1/59. 
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of the falsifiers’ means that the scholars will expel the 
lies of the people of falsehood…”12  

So, to attack the scholars is to harm those whom Allah 
has raised to preserve and guard His Religion against 
the people of falsehood and desires, and to prevent 
people from the Path of Allah. Ibn al-Mubārak (d. 181 H) 
said:  

لْاِب َّفخَتَسْا نِمَوَ .هُُترَخِآ تْبَهَذَِ ءامََلعُْلاِب َّفخَتَسْا نِمَ
ُ
 تْبَهَذَِ ءارَمَ

 .هُُتءَورُمُ تْبَهَذَ نِاوَخْلِْاِب َّفخَتَسْا نِمَوَ .ُهايَْندُ
“Whoever belittles the scholars has lost his 
Hereafter; whoever belittles the rulers has lost his 
world, and whoever belittles his brothers has lost 
his honour.”13  

The Sahābah taught the people the importance of 
knowledge and the excellence of the Scholars. 
ʿAbdullāh Ibn Masʿūd () said to his companions: 

 صُقُْنيَ امَكَ مْعَنَ	:اوُلاَق	سِاَّلا نَمِ مWَُسْلِْا صُقُْنيَ فَْيكَ نَورُدَْت
 لِوطُِل مُهَرْلِّا وسُقْيَ امَكَوَ بِوَّْلا غُْبصِ صُقُْنيَ امَكَوَِ ةَّباَّلا نُمْسَ
أ نْكَِلوَ هُْنمِ اذَهَ َّنِإ	:لَاقَفَ	.بِْيلَْا

َ
ِ ءامََلعُْلا بُاهَذَ كَِلذَ نْمِ ثَُكْ

 
12 Ad-Dīn Al-Khālis 3/261. 
13 Siyar Aʿlām an-Nubalā’ of adh-Dhahabī, 8/408. 
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أ تُومُيَفَ نِامَِلاعَْلا حَِّْلا فِ نُوكَُي
َ

 .مْهِمِْلعِ فِصِْنِب بُهَذْيَفَ امَهُدُحَ
ِ ءامََلعُْلا بِاهَذَِبوَ .مْهِمِْلِعِب بُهَذْيَفَ تُومُيَفَ مُِلاعَْلا حَِّْلا فِ نُوكُيَوَ
 .مُْلِعْلا بُهَذَْي

“Do you know how Islam will diminish from the 
people?” They replied: “Yes, just as fat diminishes from 
the beast of burden, and the colour of dye diminishes 
from the garment, and the hardness diminishes from a 
silver coin when it stays in the pocket for a long time.” 
He () said: “All of that is from it—but greater than 
that is the passing away of the scholars such that if 
there are two scholars in a town, and one of them dies, 
half of the knowledge of that place has passed away. 
There will be in a place wherein there is only one 
scholar, so when he dies, all their knowledge passes 
away. So, with the passing away of the scholars, 
knowledge is taken away.”14 

أ فَْيكَ دٍوعُسْمَ نُْبا وَهُِ xَّا دُْبعَ لَاَق
َ
 مُرَهْيُ ةٌنَْتِف مْكُْتسَِبَل اذَِإ مْتُْن

 تََّْيغَ اذَِإَف	.ةًَّنسُ سُاَّلا اهَذُخَِّتيَوَ يُِغَّصلا اهَيِف وبُرْيَوَ يُِبكَْلا اهَيِف
أ اَي كَاذَ تَمَ	:اوُلاَق	.ةََّنُّسلا تََّْيغَ	:اوُلاَق

َ
 اذَِإ لَاَق	.نِحََّْرلا دِْبعَ اَب

 تَّْلَقوَ	مْكُؤُاَّرُق تْثَُكَوَ مْكُؤWَُهَجُ تْثَُكَوَ مْكُؤُامََلعُ تْبَهَذَ
 

14 Madkhal ilas-Sunan al-Kubrā of al-Bayhaqī. 
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أ تْثَُكَوَ مْكُؤُاهَقَفُ
ُ
أ تَّْلَقوَ مْكُؤُارَمَ

ُ
ِقفُتُوَ مْكُؤُانَمَ  نِيلِّاِ يْغَِل هَّ

 ِ.ةرَخِلْا لِمَعَِب ايَْنُّلا	تْسَمُِلْاوَ
Ibn Masʿūd () said in a narration that is ascribed 
to Allah’s Messenger (): “How will you be 
when you are surrounded by fitan (i.e., innovations, 
desires, corruption and misguidance) wherein the adult 
reaches old age knowing only that, and the young 
grows old knowing only that, such that the people will 
consider fitnah to be the Sunnah? And if you forbid it, 
they will say: ‘You have forbidden the Sunnah!’” 

They said: “When will that be, O Abā ʿAbdur-
Rahmān?” He () replied: “(1) When your 
scholars have died, (2) and the ignorant among you 
become numerous, (3) your reciters are plentiful, (4) 
your men with understanding (fuqahā) are scarce, (5) 
your rulers are many, (6) the trustworthy ones are 
few, (7) when knowledge of the Religion is sought for 
other than the Religion (8) and when the worldly 
possessions are sought through the deeds of the 
Hereafter.”15 

 
15 Sahīh, reported by ad-Dārimī, nos. 191-192, al-Lālikā’ī no. 123, Ibn 
Abī Shaybah no. 19003, Madkhal ilas-Sunan al-Kubrā of al-Bayhaqī 
no. no. 1937, and al-Albānī said in Qiyām Ramadān p. 3, ‘It is 
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The truly steadfast scholars do not care if they are 
betrayed, opposed, or abandoned. They are the 
followers of the Prophet () and his 
inheritors—and they know that those who are tried and 
afflicted the most are the Prophets, then those who 
most resemble them—and the stronger a believer is in 
his religion, the more he is tried. So, they remain firm 
upon the Sunnah and upon the Manhaj of the Salaf 
regardless of the opposition—and especially when the 
People of Truth are few because that is when you will 
see the true believers and the true betrayers (who 
abandon ahlul-Haqq). It is not numbers that we chase, it 
is the truth with sincerity to Allah. 

That is why Fudayl Ibn ʿIyād (d. 187 H ) said:  

 قرطو كاَّي´ يكلاسلا ةَّلق كضَي Íَوَ ىدهْلا قيِرطب كْيَلعَوَ
 يكلاهلا ةثَْكَِب تغت Íَوَ لWضلا

“Cling to the path of guidance—it does not harm you 
that only a few traverse it—and keep away from the 
paths of misguidance and be deceived not by the many 
who are destroyed [upon it].”16  

 
authentic as the statement of Ibn Masʿūd and in its ruling, it is 
elevated to the Prophet .’ 
16 al-Iʿtisām of ash-Shātibī, 1/112. 
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The true followers of the Salafi Manhaj do not increase 
the number of the people of misguidance by attending 
their gatherings—and those who do attend their 
functions are counted by ahlus-Sunnah to be among 
them in this world—and on the Day of Judgement they 
will be raised along with them. Abu Dharr () said: 

 نْمَ كَيشَِ نك موَْق ََ¶ ضَِرَ نْمَوَ مهُْنمِ وَهُفَ اٍوَْق دَاوَسَ َّثكَ نْمَ
 هَُلمِعَ

“Whoever increases the number of a people, then he 
is from them—and whoever is pleased with a people, 
then he is a participant in what they do.” And in a 
narration: 

 مهعم شح اموق بحأ نمو مهنم وهف موق داوس ثك نم
“Whoever increases the number of a people, then he 
is from them—and whoever loves a people, he will 
be raised with them (on the Day of Judgement).”17 

So, upon us is to bolster the numbers of ahlus-Sunnah by 
sitting in the gatherings of the scholars and the callers 
to Allah from the students of knowledge, and especially 

 
17 Reported by ad-Daylami in Musnad al-Firdaws 3/519 no. 5621 (see 
also 2/378 no. 2588), Ibn al-Mubārak in az-Zuhd war-Raqā’iq as a 
saying of Abu Dharr . 
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the elders, so that we benefit from those sittings while 
they are still present. 

The closer we come to the Hour, the scarcer the 
knowledge becomes due to the death of the scholars 
and the death of the elders in the Daʿwah because with 
their deaths, piety disappears, and the insincere and 
sinners are followed, and Allah’s aid is sought.  

ʿAbdullāh Ibn Masʿūd () explained, “There will 
not come upon you a day except that it is worse than 
the day that came before it until the Hour is 
established. I do not mean in terms of affluence in 
one’s life or the wealth that one acquires. Rather, 
there will not come upon you a day except that it 
will be lesser in knowledge than the day that passed 
before it. So, when the scholars have passed away 
and died, the people will all be at the same level—
they will not enjoin the good, nor forbid the 
evil, and then, they will be destroyed.”18 

Abu Dharr () narrated from Allah’s Messenger 
(): “You are today in a time of many 
scholars and few speakers. So, whoever abandons 
even a tenth of what he knows is ruined. There will 

 
18 Reported by Ad-Dārimī no. 194. Ibn Hajr declared the narration 
to be good in Fathul-Bārī 13/26-27. 
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come after that a time of many [ignorant] speakers 
wherein the scholars are few. So, whoever holds fast 
to even a tenth of what he knows, will be saved.”19  

So, in the time of the Salaf, the scholars of Sunnah were 
many, and those who attended their gatherings were 
numerous20—their classes would be filled with students 
of knowledge and laymen because they knew the value 
of knowledge. Al-Hāfidh Abu Bakr al-Khatīb al-
Baghdādī (d. 463 H ) reported with his chain of 
narration to Abul-Fadl az-Zuhrī who said: “I attended 
the gathering of Jaʿfar Ibn Muhammad al-Firyābī (d. 
301 H) and there 10,000 men present.”21 And al-
Khatīb narrated an addition in Tārīkh Baghdād (97/12) 
that Abul-Fadl said at the end, “…not one of them 
remains besides me.” And he began weeping.  

 
19 Sahīh, reported by at-Tirmidhī no. 2267, Ahmad in al-Musnad no. 
21372, al-Bukhārī in at-Tārīkh no. 2819, al-Harawī in Dhamm al-
Kalām no. 100, and authenticated by Al-Albānī in as-Sahīhah no. 
2510. 
20 Today, the opposite is true: large crowds attend the gatherings 
of the misguided innovators while those who attend the 
gatherings of the Salafi scholars are far fewer. 
21 See al-Muntaqā minal-Kitāb al-Jāmiʿ li Akhlāq ar-Rāwī wa Ādābis-
Sāmiʿ, no. 48. 
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And this Jaʿfar Ibn Muhammad al-Firyābī was a scholar 
from era of the great Imāms of hadīth—originally from 
Firyāb in the region of Balkh, in modern day 
Afghanistan bordering Turkmenistan. He studied under 
the great scholars such as Qutaibah Ibn Saʿīd, Ishāq Ibn 
Rahūyah, Abu Bakr Ibn Abī Shaybah, ʿAlī Ibn al-Madīnī, 
and others. He travelled the lands seeking knowledge of 
hadīth and teaching—places such as Mā Warā’ an-Nahr22, 
Khurasān, Iraq, Hijāz, Shām (Levant), Egypt and the 
Arabian Peninsula. From his students was Abu Bakr al-
Ismāʿīlī, Abul-Qāsim at-Tabarānī, Abu Bakr al-Ājurrī, 
and the narrator of this report, Abul-Fadl ʿUbaydullāh 
az-Zuhrī who lived for so long that none remained alive 
from those who had sat in that gathering with Jaʿfar al-
Firyābī except for him—may Allah’s Mercy envelope all 
them. 

When knowledge of the Religion is known and 
widespread, people have no excuse but to follow the 
Sunnah, and to worship Allah—and if they abandon 
knowledge and action, they are ruined. Al-Khatīb al-
Baghdādī also reported (no. 46) that Abu ʿAlī Sālih Ibn 

 
22 Transoxiana: the Land beyond the Oxus River in lower Central 
Asia; modern-day eastern Uzbekistan, western Tajikistan, southern 
Kazakhstan and parts of Turkmenistan wherein are found the 
centres of learning in early Islam such as Bukhārā, Samarqand, etc. 
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Muhammad al-Baghdādī said: “Muhammad Ibn 
Ismaʿīl [al-Bukhārī] came to Baghdad and I would 
write his hadīth narrations—and those who came to 
his sitting were more twenty thousand people.”  

But when there is little or no knowledge in a land, and 
as the Hour draws close—wherein ignorance is 
widespread and the callers to misguidance are 
numerous, vocal and eloquent—then finding the Truth 
and holding on the Truth is hard, so whoever sincerely 
holds fast even to even a small amount that he knows 
to be truth is saved. The Prophet () stated: 

أ مْكُِئارَوَ نْمِ َّنِإَف
َ
 .ِرمْلَْا ََ¶ ضِْبقَْلا لُْثمِ َّنهِيِف بَُّْصلا .امًاَّي

أ لُْثمِ َّنهِيِف لِمِاعَْلِل
َ

 لَيِق .مْكُِلمَعَ لَْثمِ نَوُلمَعْيَ Wًجُرَ يَسِْخَِ رجْ
أِ xَّا لَوسُرَ اَي

َ
أ اَّنمِ Wًجُرَ يَسِْخَ رُجْ

َ
أ لَْب Íَ :لَاَق .مْهُْنمِ وْ

َ
 رُجْ

   .مْكُْنمِ يَسِْخَ
“Ahead of you are days wherein having patience will 
be like holding onto burning hot coals. The one who 
performs righteous actions in those times will attain 
the reward of fifty men who do the deeds that you 
do.” It was said, “O Messenger of Allah, the reward 
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equivalent to fifty of our men or from them?” He 
said, “Rather, fifty from among you.”23  

That is because close to the Hour, there will be days of 
treachery and deception—we see that today where 
people in this Ummah openly call to following desires, 
innovations, sectarianism, heresy, and liberalism24, and 
those who sow doubts into the hearts of the youth 
about their Lord through Atheism, Evolution, 
Darwinism, etc. Imām Ahmad reported in al-Musnad 
(no. 13298) from Anas Ibn Mālik (), ascribed to the 
Prophet () that he said: “Indeed before the 
appearance of the Dajjāl there will be years of 
treachery…”  

So, the death of the righteous scholars is truly a 
calamity due to the loss that is suffered by the people of 
the earth. By the death of the scholars, we come closer 
and closer to the Hour and the trials that precede it. 
Allah said in His Book regarding the unbelievers: 

 
23 Abu Dawūd, at-Tirmidhi no. 3058, Ibn Mājah no. 4014, al-Hākim 
who declared it authentic, adh-Dhahabi agreed and al-Albāni 
graded it saheeh in as-Saheehah, no. 494. 
24 And this is from the extreme forms of irjā—they commit the 
worst of sins and perversions but still imagine they are pious and 
committed believers! 
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لْٱوَ ءُٓامََّسلٱ مُهِْيَلعَ تْكََب امَفَ
َ
 " نَيِرظَنمُ اوُنكَ امَوَ ضُرْ

“And the heavens and the earth wept not for 
them, nor were they given a respite.” (ad-Dukhān 
44:29) Mujāhid who was born in the Khilāfah of ʿUmar 
in 21 H and died in 102 H () said: 

لْاوَ ءُامََّسلاِ هْيَلعَ تْكََب Íَِّإ نٌمِؤْمُ تَامَ امَ
َ
أ ضُرْ

َ
 يَِعبَرْ

أ :لَُ تُْلقُفَ		:لَاَق	.احًابَصَ
َ
لْا كِْبتَ

َ
أ		:لَاقَفَ	.ضُرْ

َ
 امَوَ .بُجَعْتَ

لِْل
َ
 امَوَ .ِدوجُُّسلاوَ عِوكُُّرلاِب اهَرُمِّعَيُ نَكَ دٍْبعَ ََ¶ كِْبتَ Íَ ضِرْ

 يِِّودَكَ ٌّيِودَ اهَيِفِ هحِيِبسَْتوَِ هِيِبكَْلِ نَكَ دٍْبعَ ََ¶ كِْبتَ Íَِ ءامََّسلِل
 .لِحَّْلا

“There is not a believer that dies except that the sky 
and the earth weep over his death for forty days.” It 
was said, “The earth weeps?!” He replied, “Are you 
surprised? Why should the earth not weep over a 
servant who spent his life in Rukūʿ and in Sujūd? And 
why should the sky not weep over a servant who would 
make the Takbīr and the Tasbīh in it like the humming 
echo of bees!?”25  

 
25 Tafsir of Ibn Kathīr of ad-Dukhān. 
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If that is the case for the general believer, then how 
much more is the weight of loss when a scholar dies. 

Saʿīd Ibn Zayd () wept upon the death of ʿUmar 
(), so it was said to him, “Why do you weep?” He 
said, “It is over Islam that I weep, for by the death of 
ʿUmar there has been a tearing of Islam that will not be 
stitched together until the day of Resurrection.”26 

Zayd Ibn Wahb () said, “ʿAbdullāh Ibn Masʿūd 
came to us, and he spoke about ʿUmar until the pebbles 
on the ground became wet with his tears. He said: 
‘ʿUmar was a fortress protecting Islam. A person would 
enter Islam through it, and he would not leave it. But 
by his death, the fortress has been breached, so people 
will leave Islam, and they will not enter it [as before].”27 

 مهÍولو .ءاملعلاب دوجولا حWص نك امل xا هحر ميقلا نبا لاق
 Í ةبيصم ملاعلا توم نك .Íًاح أوسأ لب .مئاهلك سالا نك
	.ل هيغ فلخ Íإ اهبي

Ibn al-Qayyim said in Miftāh Dār as-Saʿādah: 
“Rectification is due the presence of the scholars—and 
were it not for them, people would be like cattle 

 
26 At-Tabaqāt of Ibn Saʿd. 
27 At-Tabaqāt of Ibn Saʿd. 
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[without direction], rather their state would be worse 
than cattle. The death of a scholar is a calamity that is 
not repaired except if there is one who replaces him.” 
So, we must know our scholars, our people of 
knowledge and the true callers to Allah. That is why we 
say to people who give daʿwah and invite the youth to 
listen to them: 

 مْكَُلاجَِر اَلَ اوُّمسَ
“Name to us your men!” i.e., name to us your scholars 
because we live in times of fitnah, wherein people have 
innovated and split the Religion into sects and groups 
and ascribe them to Islam. Muhammad Ibn Sīrīn (d. 110 
H ) said: 

أ lَِإ رُظَْنيُفَ مْكَُلاجَِر اَلَ اوُّمسَ اوُلاَق ةُنَْتِفْلا تِعَقَوَ اَّمَلَف
َ
ِ ةَّنُّسلا لِهْ

أ lَِإ رُظَْنيُوَ مْهُثُيدِحَ ذُخَؤْيُفَ
َ
 مْهُثُيدِحَ ذُخَؤُْي Wََف عِدَِلْا لِهْ

“When the Fitnah struck, they (the Salaf) would ask: 
‘Name to us your men!’ So, they would look to ahlus-
Sunnah and their narrations taken—and they would 
look to ahlul-Biʿdah, and their narrations were left.”28  

So, ask them to name their scholars and name their 
mashayikh, and see whether they are known, praised, 

 
28 Muslim, al-Muqaddimah, no. 27. 
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and recommended—and look to see whether they speak 
with the speech of the early Salaf, and cooperate with 
the Salafis, or whether they cooperate with the 
innovators and share platforms with them, and warn 
against the Salafis. This investigation is important 
before taking knowledge from a person, whether in 
person or online. Most people follow misguidance 
without realising, so when we say, ‘name to us your 
men and name us your scholars’ we are following an 
age-old tradition. Ibn Mājah reported in his Sunan (no. 
9): 

 انَثََّدحَ عٍِفاَن نُْب مُسِاقَْلا انَثََّدحَ بٍسِكَ نِْب دِْيحَُ نُْب بُوقُعْيَ انَثََّدحَ
أ نُْب جُاَّجلَْا

َ
أ نْعَ بٍْيعَشُ نِْب وِرمْعَ نْعََ ةاطَرْ

َ
 ةُيَِواعَمُ مَاَق	لَاَقِ هيِب

أ لَاقَفَ :ابًيطِخَ
َ
أ مْكُؤُامََلعُ نَيْ

َ
ِ xَّا لَوسُرَ تُعْمِسَ .مْكُؤُامََلعُ نَيْ

أ نْمِ ةٌفَِئاطَوَ	Íَِّإ ةُعَاَّسلا مُوقُتَ Íَ :لُوقُيَ ملسو هيلع xا لص
ُ
 تَِّم

 	مْهُصَََن نْمَ Íَوَ مْهَُلذَخَ نْمَ نَوُلابَيُ Íَ سِاَّلا ََ¶ نَورُِهاظَ
ʿAmr bin Shuʿaib narrated that his father said: 
Muʿāwiyah () stood up to speak and he 
said, “Where are your scholars? Where are your 
scholars? For I heard the Messenger of 
Allah () say: ‘The Hour will not be 
established until a group of my Ummah is manifest 
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over the people—they do not care who betrays 
them or who aids them.”29 

In another narration, the Prophet () said: 

Íَ أ نْمِ ةٌفَِئاطَ لُازََت
ُ
أِب ةًمَِئاَق تَِّم

َ
أ مْهَُلذَخَ نْمَ مْهُُّضَُي xَّ ِÍَاِ رمْ

َ
 وْ

أَي َّتحَ مْهُفََلاخَ
ْ

أ تَِ
َ
 سِاَّلا ََ¶ نَورُِهاظَ مْهُوَِ xَّا رُمْ

“There shall not cease to remain a group from my 
Ummah steadfast upon the command of Allah. They 
are not harmed by those who abandon them nor by 
those who oppose them until the command of Allah 
comes—and they shall be manifest over the 
people.”30  

Muhammad Ibn Ismāʿīl Al-Bukhārī (d. 256 H ) said: 
ʿAli Ibn al-Madīnī () said: “They are the 
Companions of Hadīth (As-hābul-Hadīth).”  

Imām At-Tirmidhī (no. 2167) reported from Ibn ʿUmar 
() that Allah’s Messenger () said: “Allah 
will not unite my Ummah upon misguidance. And the 
Hand of Allah is with the Jamāʿah, and whoever 
deviates from that, he deviates himself to the Fire.”  

 
29 Graded sahīh by al-Albānī in his checking of Sunan Ibn Mājah; see 
as-Sahīhah, no. 1165, 1958, 1971. 
30 Muslim, no 1037. 
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Abu ʿĪsā at-Tirmidhī (d. 279 H) said: “The meaning of al-
Jamāʿah in the view of the scholars is: The people of 
understanding, knowledge and tradition (ahlul-fiqh wal-
ʿilm wal-hadīth).”  

At-Tirmidhī also said: I heard al-Jārūd Ibn Muʿādh 
saying: I heard ʿAlī Ibn al-Hasan saying: I asked 
ʿAbdullāh Ibn al-Mubārak: “Who are the Jamāʿah?” He 
said: “Abu Bakr and ʿUmar.” It was said to him: “But 
Abu Bakr and ʿUmar are dead.” He said: “Then it is 
so-and-so and so-and-so.” So, it was said: “But so-
and-so and so-and-so are also dead.” So, he 
said: “Then Abu Hamzah As-Sukkarī is the Jamāʿah.” 
At-Tirmidhī said: “Abu Hamzah is Muhammad Ibn 
Maymūm. He was a righteous scholar. Ibn al-
Mubārak said this regarding him in his lifetime.”  

So, the Jamāʿah about whom the Messenger () 
said, ‘The Hand of Allah is with the Jamāʿah,’ are the 
scholars and whoever deviates from that 
Jamāʿah, ‘deviates into the Fire.’ So, beware of being 
drawn into misguidance that seeks to belittle the great 
Salafi scholars of our time. Learn knowledge and 
remain steadfast, may Allah grant us and you success. 

All praise is due to Allah, the Lord of all creation; may 
Allah extol the mention of our noble Prophet 
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Muhammad in the highest company of Angels and give 
him peace and security―and his family, his 
Companions and all those who follow him correctly 
until the establishment of the Hour. 

____ 
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