“Learn Knowledge Before It Is Taken Away...”

“LEARN THE KNOWLEDGE (OF ISLAM) BEFORE IT IS
TAKEN AWAY, AND IT WILL BE TAKEN AWAY By
THE DEATH OF THE SCHOLARS.”

By Abu Khadeejah ‘Abdul-Wahid Alam

All praise is due to Allah, the Lord of all creation; may
Allah extol the mention of our noble Prophet
Muhammad in the highest company of Angels and give
him peace and security—and his family, his
Companions and all those who follow him correctly
until the establishment of the Hour.

Allah (15535%) made the stars in the sky as guides for
travellers in the night:

ISTRCrIT PE|Fy
“And by the stars, they guide themselves [during
the night].” (an-Nahl: 16) And Allah has made stars in
the earth those who are guides that direct the people to

the Straight Path, and they are the scholars. Allah
stated:
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“And We made them leaders, guiding mankind by
Our command, and We inspired them to do good
deeds...” (al-Anbiya’, 21:73)

The scholars are bright lamps and stars that guide
people out from darkness where they stumble and fall.
They extinguish the calls of the misguided ones and the
people of desires (ahlul-dalal wal-hawa). They illuminate
the Right Path from the deviated paths for those who
sincerely seek the truth. By way of the scholars
(‘ulama’), Allah guides people to a happy life and to the
purification of their souls from sin and corruption. Ibn
al-Qayyim (d. 752H) stated in Ilam al-Muwaqqi‘in:

“Chapter: The Scholars of Islam and their Status.”
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“The scholars on earth have the same station as the

stars in the sky—the bewildered ones are guided by way
of them in the depths of darkness. The need of the
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people for them is greater than their need for food and
drink. And obedience to them holds a greater

obligation than obedience to their mothers and fathers
according to the text of the Book where Allah has said:
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‘0 you who believe, obey Allah, and obey the
Messenger, and those of you who are in authority. And
if you differ in anything amongst yourselves, refer it to
Allah and His Messenger if you believe in Allah and the
Last Day. That is better and more suitable for final
determination.” (an-Nisa’ 4:59)
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‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Abbas (&) said in one of the two
reports from him, also Jabir Ibn ‘Abdillah, al-Hasan al-
Basri, Abul-‘Aliyah, ‘Ata’ Ibn Abi Rabah, ad-Dahhak and
Mujahid in a one of two reports from him: ‘Those in
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authority are the scholars.” And this position is also
reported in one of the two narrations from Imam
Ahmad.
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Abu Hurayrah and Ibn ‘Abbas (&z4is;) stated in another
narration, and likewise Zayd Ibn Aslam, as-Suddi and
Mugatil: ‘They (i.e., the scholars) are the leaders.” And
in a second report from Ahmad, he said: ‘Obedience to
the rulers follows on from and is contingent on
obedience to the scholars.’
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This means that the rulers are shown obedience if they
command with that which agrees with the knowledge
(i.e., the Shari‘ah)—so obedience to them follows on
from and is contingent upon obedience to the people of
knowledge. And obedience is only in that which is
correct, and in that which is obligated by the
knowledge. Likewise, obedience to the scholars follows
on from and is contingent upon obedience to the
Messenger (Jz5€4{), and obedience to the rulers
follows on from and is contingent upon obedience to
the scholars. The religion, therefore, is established by

way of these two groups: the scholars and the rulers—

and the people, all of them, follow their lead.

Furthermore, the rectification of the world is through
the rectification of these two groups—and its
corruption occurs when these two groups become
corrupt just as ‘Abdullah Ibn Mubarak (d. 181 H) and
other early scholars of the Salaf said: ‘There are two
groups from the people, if they are rectified, the
people will be rectified but if they are corrupt, the
people will be corrupt.’ It was said: ‘Who are they?’
He replied: ‘The kings and the scholars.””

Abukhadeejah.com 5



“Learn Knowledge Before It Is Taken Away...”

The great scholars of Islam are the preservers and
memorisers of the Prophetic Tradition, the defenders,
and protectors of the ‘Ageedah (Creed) and Minhdj
(Methodology) of the Prophet (Jz54£4{i>) and his
Companions—those who stood firm against the people
of innovation, refuted them, and warned against
them—they are the erudite brilliant men and leaders of
this Ummah.
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It is about them whom Imam Ahmad Ibn Hanbal (d. 241
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H £i4%5) spoke in his famous work ar-Raddu ‘alaz-
Zanadiqah wal-Jahmiyyah when he said:
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“All praise is due to Allah who raises up in every age
between the [sending of the] Messengers vestiges from
the people of knowledge who call the astray ones to
guidance—they patiently bear the harm that they
receive from them—they give life through the Book of
Allah, the Most High, to the dead—they give sight to the
blind by the light of Allah. How many that have been
killed by Iblis have they brought back to life? How
many astray ones have they guided aright? Look how

beautiful their effect has been upon the people and
look how wicked the people have been to them.

They expel from the Book of Allah the distortions of
those who go beyond bounds, the lies of the falsifiers
and the false interpretations of the ignorant ones—
those who raise the banner of innovation, who let loose
the reigns of tribulation (fitnah). They differ concerning
the Book (of Allah), they oppose the Book—and they are
united in their dividing from the Book. They speak
about Allah and concerning the Book of Allah without
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knowledge—they talk with ambiguous, vague, and
unclear speech—and they deceive the ignorant people
with doubts that they throw at them. We seek refuge
with Allah from the trials of the misguided.”

When these great scholars pass away and die, and the
people are not left with anyone to turn to, they go
astray and are destroyed—they rely upon the ignorant
among them for information about Islam, so Shaytan
misguides them. ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Amr Ibn al-‘As (&25i))
narrated that the Messenger of Allah (Jz5.Ei2) said:
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“Allah does not take away the knowledge by
snatching it from the hearts of the people but takes
it away by the death of the scholars until not one of
them remains. Then, the people will take as their
leaders, ignorant persons who when asked will give
their verdict without knowledge. So, they will go
astray and will lead the people astray.”™

! Bukhari, no. 100, Muslims, no. 2673 and others.
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In a narration of al-Bukhari (no. 7307), he (J=. ki)
said:
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“Then there will remain ignorant people who, when

consulted, will give verdicts according to their
opinions—they will mislead others and go astray.”

Al-Bukhari ({i3z5) prefaces the above reports with the
heading:

o
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“How knowledge will be taken away.” Then he
narrated:
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“‘Umar Ibn ‘Abdul-‘Aziz (d. 101 H) wrote to Abu Bakr
Ibn Hazm saying, ‘Search for the ahadith (traditions) of
Allah’s Messenger (Jzs5.54{l) and write them down for
I am afraid that knowledge will vanish, and the scholars
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will pass away. Do not accept anything but the
narrations of the Prophet (1&5.%4{l)—and spread
knowledge—sit and teach the one who does not know,
for knowledge does not vanish except when it is kept

M7

secret.

The Prophet (J5.4{() warned us of the ignorant
callers who will seek to replace the scholars:
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“Then there will remain ignorant people who, when

consulted, will give Fatwas according to their opinions—
they will mislead others and go astray themselves.”

So, he (Jz5.64{i) explained that from greatest of
reasons for evil and misguidance in the Ummabh is the
death of the scholars—and also people abandoning
their scholars, and taking the ignorant ones, the foolish
and deviated misguided innovators as their leaders and
reference points in religion. They speak with their
opinions and desires, not with the ahadith of Allah’s
Messenger (Jz5E4{z)—they do not study the books of
‘Ageedah of the Salaf—and if they do read them, they
not act upon them nor call to them. These are callers
standing at the Gates of Hell—they do not act upon the
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the Manhgj of the Salaf’—instead they wait for the
scholars to die, or they disconnect the people from
them, and they take every opportunity to lead more
and more people astray. Their goal is to have their own
group, a large following, status, fame, and wealth—and
once these evil traits are ingrained in the soul of a
human, the heart has been killed by Iblis.

So, it is upon you, O servants of Allah, to seek
knowledge before it is taken away. Al-Imam ‘Abdullah
Ibn ‘Abdur-Rahman ad-Darimi as-Samargandi (d. 255 H)
reported in al-Musnad, better known as as-Sunan (no.
144):
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‘Abdullah Ibn Mas‘Gid (24is;) said, “Learn knowledge
(of the Religion) before it is taken away—and it is be
taken away by the death of its people (i.e., the

scholars). And beware of going to extremes, delving

? Though they may claim they are upon the Sunnah and the
madhhab of the Salaf in order to gather a following.
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deeply into matters, and beware of innovations—
upon you is to cling to the old way.”

This old way is the Minhgj of the Sunnah of the Prophet
(ds484fle) and his Companions:
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Abu Wagqid al-Laithi (£24i) said: “Whilst we were
sitting with the Prophet (155:4{(~) on a rug spread
out, he said: ‘Indeed there will be fitnah!’ It was

.
Gn

* Ad-Darimi with the explanation Fathul-Mannan 2/115, Al-
Musannaf of ‘Abdur-Razzaq 11/252, Jami‘ Bayan Al-llm wa
Fadlihi 1/152, Al-‘Amr bil-Ittiba‘ p. 59.
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said: ‘How should we behave O Allah’s
Messenger?’ So, he took firm hold of the rug and
said: “You will behave like this!””

In another narration from Mu‘adh Ibn Jabal (z24i),
Allah’s Messenger (J5.5e4{(2) said: ‘Indeed there will
be fitnah!’ But the people were not listening, so Mu‘adh
(424l said: ‘Did you not hear what Allah’s
Messenger said?’ They asked: ‘What did he say?’ He
said: ‘Indeed there will be fitnah.’ So, they asked: ‘How
should we conduct ourselves, O Messenger of
Allah?’ He replied: ‘You should return back to the

7174

affair is it was in the beginning.

Today we see people calling to unite the Muslim Ummah
because they see within it groups, divisions, and
partisanship—but because they have abandoned the
Methodology and the Path of the Salaf, all they achieve
is further division, controversy and differing! In all the
decades they’ve spent in this mission, what have they
achieved of unity? The answer is, nothing.

Yet, they are all united in their mantra, ‘the Salafis
divide the Ummah!’ So, what unification of the Ummah
have they brought? They have not brought to the

* At-Tabaran in al-Kabir no. 3307, al-Awsat no. 8679 and graded
sahih by al-Albani in as-Sahihah, no. 3165.
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people the ‘Ageedah of the Sahabah, nor their
Methodology, and nor their piety—and they have not
increased except in misguidance, weakness, and further
disunity.

Rather after all these centuries, it is the Salafis alone—
i.e., ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jama‘ah, and they are ahlul-Hadith
wal-Athar—that remain united upon the original way,
the Path of the Sahabah, and they have never ceased
calling to that.

So, it is upon you, O Muslims, to seek out knowledge, to
recognise the scholars, to visit them, and to benefit
from them and their students, and especially the elders
among them. Allah raises in rank the people of
knowledge:
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“Allah will raise those who have believed among you
and those who were given knowledge, by degrees.
And Allah is Aware of what you do.” (al-Mujadilah,
58:11) Allah’s Messenger (dz544lz) has obligated
upon the Ummah to honour the Scholar:

,
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“He is not from us who do not honour our elder one,
have mercy on our young one and does not

acknowledge the right due our scholar.”™

Imam as-Sa‘di ({1%%%) said: “From the ‘Ageedah of ahlus-
Sunnah wal-Jama‘ah is that they show obedience to Allah
by showing respect to the guided scholars—meaning
that they seek nearness to Allah by respecting the
scholars, extolling them and protecting their honour.”

The presence of scholars is a bounty from Allah and
from His Mercy, and their passing away is a tragedy
that afflicts the earth and its people. It is a trial for the
Ummah when their scholars die—their absence gives
rise to calamities, and it is a sign of the Last Hour.
Allah’s Messenger (iﬁjgﬂéﬁﬁ.ﬁa) said:
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“From among the signs of the Hour are that (1)
knowledge will be taken away, (2) ignorance will
become established, (3) drinking of alcohol will be

> Ahmad, al-Hakim, graded hasan by al-Albani, see Sahih al-Jami,
no. 5443.
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prevalent, (4) and fornication will be become
widespread.”*

This is the end-result of the disappearance of the
scholars and callers to Allah—with their deaths,
knowledge disappears, those who act righteously
become scarce and corruption spreads. True scholars
teach the people and act upon what they call to—they
do not seek fame and status, they do not fear poverty,
they enjoin the good and forbid the evil according to
the Sunnah without fearing the blame of those who
oppose them and ridicule them.

It is a fact that whichever land has few scholars, and
few du‘at who call to Tawheed and Sunnah, the more its
people will be engrossed in sins until the worst of lands
in immorality, disobedience and transgression is where
there are no people of knowledge of Sunnah, Hadith
and Salafiyyah. These are the lands where the ignorant,
misguided innovators and sinners hold reign because
the people take them as leaders and consult with them,
leading them further and further astray—and we seek
Allah’s refuge from that.

¢ Al-Bukhari, no. 80.
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The people of Sunnah weep over the loss of their
scholars and callers to Allah, and are saddened because
they know what the world has lost—but the ignorant
one does not know what the world has lost, so he
wanders around in blindness—may Allah guide the
Muslims!
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Al-Imam al-Ajurri (145) said: “Can you imagine, may
Allah’s mercy be upon you, if there was a path with
many dangers but the people had to travel that path in
the deepest darkness of the night—and if they do not
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have a light, they will walk without direction and in
confusion. So, Allah sends to them lamps that light up
their path. So, they walk upon it in safety and
wellbeing. Then there comes along a next group of
people, and they must walk the same path, so they do
so—but as they are walking, the lamps are
extinguished—so they are thrown into darkness. So,
what do you think will happen to them? This is what
the scholars are among the people. Many people do not
know how to carry out the obligations of the Religion,
how to avoid the prohibitions—they don’t know how to
worship Allah in all the ways that He is to be
worshipped except due to the presence of the scholars
among them. So, when the scholars die, the people are
left without direction, and in confusion—knowledge
departs by their deaths, and ignorance becomes

prevalent.”’
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‘Umar (£eis) said: “The death of a thousand

worshippers is easier (upon the Ummah) than the death

7 Akhlaq al-Ulama’ of al-Ajurri, p. 96.
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of a scholar who has insightful knowledge of that which
is Halal and Haram with Allah.”

Ibn al-Qayyim commented: “The speech of ‘Umar is
understood to mean that this scholar with his
knowledge and guidance demolishes everything that
Iblis builds. As for the general worshipper, then his

benefit is restricted to only himself.””

For this reason, the scholars of Sunnah, Salafiyyah and
Hadith, the defenders of the Religion and its ‘Ageedah
and its Manhaj are guardians of the Religion upon earth
who stand against falsehood—and are not spoken about
except with virtue. Abu Ja‘far at-Tahawi (d. 321 H

25z said:
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“The Scholars of the Salaf from the foremost ones—and
those who came after them from the Successors (at-
Tabi‘in), the people of virtue, narrations (ahlul-Athar),
the people understanding and insight are not to be

8 Cited by Tbn ‘Abdil-Barr in Jami¢ al-‘Uliim wal-Hikam, 1/128.
° Miftah Dar as-Sa‘adah of Ibn Qayyim al-Jawziyyah, no. 116.
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mentioned but with excellence—and whoever speaks
about them in an evil way is upon other than the
Straight Path.”*

Ash-Shaikh Al-‘Allamah, Salih Al-Fawzan (may Allah
preserve him) commented: “The author moves on
[from the Sahabah] to mention those who come after
them in virtue, and they are the scholars. So, the
scholars of this Ummah have status and virtue after the
Sahabah because they are the inheritors of the
Prophets due to the saying of the Messenger, ‘The
scholars are the inheritors of the Prophets’. And the
intent here is the scholars of ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jama‘ah,
the people of knowledge, insight and understanding,
ahlul-Athar, and they are ahlul-Hadith...”

Shaikh Salih Alish-Shaikh commented in his
explanation of at-Tahawiyyah:

“That is because they are the transmitters of the
Shari‘ah and they issue fatawa in matters of Shari‘ah, and
they explain to the people the meanings of the Speech
of Allah (Js3=) in His Book, and the meanings of the
ahadith of the Prophet (Jz54£4{). They are the ones
who repel the attacks against the Religion—and they do

19 <Ageedat at-Tahawiyyah, no. 97.
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so by establishing the Correct Belief and by establishing
the Sunnah of the Prophet (Jz54&4{iz), and by refuting
the fabrications [against it], and the futile narrations
which are falsely ascribed to the Prophet (iz5.&5{z).”

The role of the Scholars is crucial in the preservation of
the Religion. Allah’s Messenger (Jzs &)

stated: “This knowledge will be carried by the
trustworthy of every generation. They will expel
from it the distortions of those who go to extremes,
the lies of the falsifiers, and the interpretations of
the ignorant.”"!

‘Allamah Sadiq Hasan Khan (14%) said, “The saying of
the Messenger (Jz5« €, ‘They will expel from it the
distortions of those who go to extremes’ means the changes
made by those who go beyond bounds in the affair of
the Religion. ‘Distortions’ refers to exchanging the Truth
for falsehood by them changing the words [of the
Revealed Texts] or by changing their meanings. ‘The lies

" Reported by Tbn Qutaybah in ‘Uyiin Al-Akhbar 2/119, al-Bayhaqi
in as-Sunan al-Kubra 10/209, al-Ajurri in ash-Shari‘ah no. 1-2, at-
Tabrizi in Mishkat al-Masabih no. 248, Ibn ‘Abdul-Barr in At-
Tamhid 1/59.
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of the falsifiers’ means that the scholars will expel the

1712

lies of the people of falsehood...

So, to attack the scholars is to harm those whom Allah
has raised to preserve and guard His Religion against
the people of falsehood and desires, and to prevent
people from the Path of Allah. Ibn al-Mubarak (d. 181 H)
said:
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“Whoever belittles the scholars has lost his
Hereafter; whoever belittles the rulers has lost his
world, and whoever belittles his brothers has lost

his honour.”"

The Sahabah taught the people the importance of
knowledge and the excellence of the Scholars.
‘Abdullah Ibn Mas‘Gid (424i;) said to his companions:
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12 Ad-Din Al-Khalis 3/261.
" Siyar Alam an-Nubala’ of adh-Dhahabi, 8/408.
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“Do you know how Islam will diminish from the
people?” They replied: “Yes, just as fat diminishes from
the beast of burden, and the colour of dye diminishes
from the garment, and the hardness diminishes from a
silver coin when it stays in the pocket for a long time.”
He (£24iiz) said: “All of that is from it—but greater than
that is the passing away of the scholars such that if
there are two scholars in a town, and one of them dies,
half of the knowledge of that place has passed away.
There will be in a place wherein there is only one
scholar, so when he dies, all their knowledge passes
away. So, with the passing away of the scholars,

knowledge is taken away.”**
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" Madkhal ilas-Sunan al-Kubra of al-Bayhaqi.

Abukhadeejah.com 23



“Learn Knowledge Before It Is Taken Away...”

P

L;,iJs\f;,J 44455 ;;’sju;\ qs, r\%\Jﬁ\ &3S (,s:)\w
53 (< B el

Ibn Mas‘iid (£24i) said in a narration that is ascribed
to Allah’s Messenger (zsafe4fie): “How will you be
when you are surrounded by fitan (i.e., innovations,
desires, corruption and misguidance) wherein the adult
reaches old age knowing only that, and the young
grows old knowing only that, such that the people will
consider fitnah to be the Sunnah? And if you forbid it,
they will say: ‘You have forbidden the Sunnah!’”

They said: “When will that be, O Aba ‘Abdur-

Rahman?” He (:z4is;) replied: “(1) When your
scholars have died, (2) and the ignorant among you
become numerous, (3) your reciters are plentiful, (4)
your men with understanding (fugaha) are scarce, (5)
your rulers are many, (6) the trustworthy ones are
few, (7) when knowledge of the Religion is sought for
other than the Religion (8) and when the worldly
possessions are sought through the deeds of the

Hereafter.”"’

' Sahih, reported by ad-Darimi, nos. 191-192, al-Lalika’i no. 123, Ibn
Abi Shaybah no. 19003, Madkhal ilas-Sunan al-Kubra of al-Bayhaqt
no. no. 1937, and al-Albani said in Qiyam Ramadan p. 3, ‘It is
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The truly steadfast scholars do not care if they are
betrayed, opposed, or abandoned. They are the
followers of the Prophet (J454£4{i>) and his
inheritors—and they know that those who are tried and
afflicted the most are the Prophets, then those who
most resemble them—and the stronger a believer is in
his religion, the more he is tried. So, they remain firm
upon the Sunnah and upon the Manhgj of the Salaf
regardless of the opposition—and especially when the
People of Truth are few because that is when you will
see the true believers and the true betrayers (who
abandon ahlul-Haqq). 1t is not numbers that we chase, it
is the truth with sincerity to Allah.

That is why Fudayl Ibn ‘Tyad (d. 187 H &%) said:
By 85 S 5 4 5 gl 5o S5
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“Cling to the path of guidance—it does not harm you

that only a few traverse it—and keep away from the

paths of misguidance and be deceived not by the many

who are destroyed [upon it].”"

authentic as the statement of Ibn Mas‘Gd and in its ruling, it is
elevated to the Prophet . 4fle.
16 al-I¢isam of ash-Shatibi, 1/112.
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The true followers of the Salafi Manhaj do not increase
the number of the people of misguidance by attending
their gatherings—and those who do attend their
functions are counted by ahlus-Sunnah to be among
them in this world—and on the Day of Judgement they
will be raised along with them. Abu Dharr (&) said:
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“Whoever increases the number of a people, then he
is from them—and whoever is pleased with a people,
then he is a participant in what they do.” And in a

narration:

cems it Lgh ol pag agte g5 08 2l S e
“Whoever increases the number of a people, then he
is from them—and whoever loves a people, he will

117

be raised with them (on the Day of Judgement).

So, upon us is to bolster the numbers of ahlus-Sunnah by
sitting in the gatherings of the scholars and the callers
to Allah from the students of knowledge, and especially

' Reported by ad-Daylami in Musnad al-Firdaws 3/519 no. 5621 (see
also 2/378 no. 2588), Tbn al-Mubarak in az-Zuhd war-Raq@’iq as a
saying of Abu Dharr 2.
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the elders, so that we benefit from those sittings while
they are still present.

The closer we come to the Hour, the scarcer the
knowledge becomes due to the death of the scholars
and the death of the elders in the Da‘wah because with
their deaths, piety disappears, and the insincere and
sinners are followed, and Allah’s aid is sought.

‘Abdullah Ibn Mas‘Gid (24is;) explained, “There will
not come upon you a day except that it is worse than
the day that came before it until the Hour is
established. I do not mean in terms of affluence in
one’s life or the wealth that one acquires. Rather,
there will not come upon you a day except that it
will be lesser in knowledge than the day that passed

before it. So, when the scholars have passed away

and died, the people will all be at the same level—
they will not enjoin the good, nor forbid the
evil, and then, they will be destroyed.”*®

Abu Dharr (:24i%;) narrated from Allah’s Messenger
(ds.idfle): “You are today in a time of many
scholars and few speakers. So, whoever abandons

even a tenth of what he knows is ruined. There will

'8 Reported by Ad-Darimi no. 194. Ibn Hajr declared the narration
to be good in Fathul-Bari 13/26-27.
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come after that a time of many [ignorant] speakers
wherein the scholars are few. So, whoever holds fast
to even a tenth of what he knows, will be saved.””

So, in the time of the Salaf, the scholars of Sunnah were
many, and those who attended their gatherings were
numerous”’—their classes would be filled with students
of knowledge and laymen because they knew the value
of knowledge. Al-Hafidh Abu Bakr al-Khatib al-
Baghdadi (d. 463 H 54 reported with his chain of
narration to Abul-Fadl az-Zuhri who said: “I attended
the gathering of Ja‘far Ibn Muhammad al-Firyabi (d.
301 H) and there 10,000 men present.”* And al-
Khatib narrated an addition in Tarikh Baghdad (97/12)
that Abul-Fadl said at the end, “...not one of them

remains besides me.” And he began weeping.

' Sahih, reported by at-Tirmidhi no. 2267, Ahmad in al-Musnad no.
21372, al-Bukhari in at-Tarikh no. 2819, al-Harawi in Dhamm al-
Kalam no. 100, and authenticated by Al-Albani in as-Sahihah no.
2510.

*® Today, the opposite is true: large crowds attend the gatherings
of the misguided innovators while those who attend the
gatherings of the Salafi scholars are far fewer.

*! See al-Muntaqa minal-Kitab al-Jami* li Akhlaq ar-Rawi wa Adabis-
Sami¢, no. 48.
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And this Ja‘far Ibn Muhammad al-Firyabi was a scholar
from era of the great Imams of hadith—originally from
Firyab in the region of Balkh, in modern day
Afghanistan bordering Turkmenistan. He studied under
the great scholars such as Qutaibah Ibn Sa‘id, Ishaq Ibn
Rahiiyah, Abu Bakr Ibn Abi Shaybah, ‘Ali Ibn al-Madini,
and others. He travelled the lands seeking knowledge of
hadith and teaching—places such as Ma Wara’ an-Nahr?,
Khurasan, Iraq, Hijaz, Sham (Levant), Egypt and the
Arabian Peninsula. From his students was Abu Bakr al-
Isma‘ili, Abul-Qasim at-Tabarani, Abu Bakr al-Ajurri,
and the narrator of this report, Abul-Fadl ‘Ubaydullah
az-Zuhri who lived for so long that none remained alive
from those who had sat in that gathering with Ja‘far al-
Firyabi except for him—may Allah’s Mercy envelope all
them.

When knowledge of the Religion is known and
widespread, people have no excuse but to follow the
Sunnah, and to worship Allah—and if they abandon
knowledge and action, they are ruined. Al-Khatib al-
Baghdadi also reported (no. 46) that Abu “Ali Salih Tbn

?? Transoxiana: the Land beyond the Oxus River in lower Central
Asia; modern-day eastern Uzbekistan, western Tajikistan, southern
Kazakhstan and parts of Turkmenistan wherein are found the
centres of learning in early Islam such as Bukhara, Samargand, etc.
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Muhammad al-Baghdadi said: “Muhammad Ibn
Isma‘il [al-Bukhari] came to Baghdad and I would
write his hadith narrations—and those who came to
his sitting were more twenty thousand people.”

But when there is little or no knowledge in a land, and
as the Hour draws close—wherein ignorance is
widespread and the callers to misguidance are
numerous, vocal and eloquent—then finding the Truth
and holding on the Truth is hard, so whoever sincerely
holds fast even to even a small amount that he knows
to be truth is saved. The Prophet (5.54{(w) stated:
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“Ahead of you are days wherein having patience will

Gt

be like holding onto burning hot coals. The one who
performs righteous actions in those times will attain
the reward of fifty men who do the deeds that you
do.” It was said, “O Messenger of Allah, the reward
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equivalent to fifty of our men or from them?” He

said, “Rather, fifty from among you.”*

That is because close to the Hour, there will be days of
treachery and deception—we see that today where
people in this Ummah openly call to following desires,
innovations, sectarianism, heresy, and liberalism*, and
those who sow doubts into the hearts of the youth
about their Lord through Atheism, Evolution,
Darwinism, etc. Imam Ahmad reported in al-Musnad
(no. 13298) from Anas Ibn Malik (:24is;), ascribed to the
Prophet (J5.0e4{(2) that he said: “Indeed before the
appearance of the Dajjal there will be years of
treachery...”

So, the death of the righteous scholars is truly a
calamity due to the loss that is suffered by the people of
the earth. By the death of the scholars, we come closer
and closer to the Hour and the trials that precede it.
Allah said in His Book regarding the unbelievers:

» Abu Dawid, at-Tirmidhi no. 3058, Ibn Majah no. 4014, al-Hakim
who declared it authentic, adh-Dhahabi agreed and al-Albani
graded it saheeh in as-Saheehah, no. 494,

** And this is from the extreme forms of irja—they commit the
worst of sins and perversions but still imagine they are pious and
committed believers!
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“And the heavens and the earth wept not for
them, nor were they given a respite.” (ad-Dukhan

44:29) Mujahid who was born in the Khilafah of ‘Umar
in 21 H and died in 102 H ({44%5) said:
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“There is not a believer that dies except that the sky
and the earth weep over his death for forty days.” It
was said, “The earth weeps?!” He replied, “Are you
surprised? Why should the earth not weep over a
servant who spent his life in Ruki‘ and in Sujiud? And
why should the sky not weep over a servant who would
make the Takbir and the Tasbih in it like the humming
echo of bees!?””

% Tafsir of Ibn Kathir of ad-Dukhan.
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If that is the case for the general believer, then how
much more is the weight of loss when a scholar dies.

Sa‘id Ibn Zayd (i) wept upon the death of ‘Umar

(£24iz), so it was said to him, “Why do you weep?” He
said, “It is over Islam that I weep, for by the death of
‘Umar there has been a tearing of Islam that will not be
126

stitched together until the day of Resurrection.

Zayd Ibn Wahb (:41iz5) said, “‘Abdullah Tbn Mas‘ad
came to us, and he spoke about ‘Umar until the pebbles
on the ground became wet with his tears. He said:
‘“Umar was a fortress protecting Islam. A person would
enter Islam through it, and he would not leave it. But
by his death, the fortress has been breached, so people

will leave Islam, and they will not enter it [as before].””

Y L Jal g 0 o Ty 1ol el o8
Ao pe Cals Y b g

Ibn al-Qayyim said in Miftah Dar as-Sa‘adah:
“Rectification is due the presence of the scholars—and
were it not for them, people would be like cattle

% At-Tabagat of Tbn Sa‘d.
7 At-Tabagqat of Tbn Sa‘d.
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[without direction], rather their state would be worse
than cattle. The death of a scholar is a calamity that is
not repaired except if there is one who replaces him.”
So, we must know our scholars, our people of
knowledge and the true callers to Allah. That is why we
say to people who give da‘wah and invite the youth to
listen to them:

“Name to us your men!” i.e., name to us your scholars
because we live in times of fitnah, wherein people have
innovated and split the Religion into sects and groups
and ascribe them to Islam. Muhammad Ibn Sirin (d. 110
H {i%5) said:
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“When the Fitnah struck, they (the Salaf) would ask:
‘Name to us your men!’ So, they would look to ahlus-
Sunnah and their narrations taken—and they would

look to ahlul-Bi‘dah, and their narrations were left.”*

So, ask them to name their scholars and name their
mashayikh, and see whether they are known, praised,

* Muslim, al-Mugaddimah, no. 27.
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and recommended—and look to see whether they speak
with the speech of the early Salaf, and cooperate with
the Salafis, or whether they cooperate with the
innovators and share platforms with them, and warn
against the Salafis. This investigation is important
before taking knowledge from a person, whether in
person or online. Most people follow misguidance
without realising, so when we say, ‘name to us your
men and name us your scholars’ we are following an
age-old tradition. Ibn Majah reported in his Sunan (no.
9):
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‘Amr bin Shu‘aib narrated that his father said:
Mu‘awiyah (£24iz) stood up to speak and he
said, “Where are your scholars? Where are your
scholars? For I heard the Messenger of

Allah (J5.84{(2) say: “The Hour will not be
established until a group of my Ummah is manifest
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over the people—they do not care who betrays

them or who aids them.””

In another narration, the Prophet (1%.54{i>) said:
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“There shall not cease to remain a group from my
Ummah steadfast upon the command of Allah. They
are not harmed by those who abandon them nor by
those who oppose them until the command of Allah
comes—and they shall be manifest over the

7730

people.

Muhammad Ibn Isma‘il Al-Bukhari (d. 256 H {5z said:
‘Ali Tbn al-Madini (414%5) said: “They are the
Companions of Hadith (As-habul-Hadith).”

Imam At-Tirmidhi (no. 2167) reported from Ibn ‘Umar
(&24is) that Allah’s Messenger (J5.k4i>) said: “Allah
will not unite my Ummah upon misguidance. And the
Hand of Allah is with the Jama‘ah, and whoever
deviates from that, he deviates himself to the Fire.”

* Graded sahih by al-Albani in his checking of Sunan Ibn Majah; see
as-Sahihah, no. 1165, 1958, 1971.
** Muslim, no 1037.
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Abu Tsa at-Tirmidhi (d. 279 H) said: “The meaning of al-
Jama‘ah in the view of the scholars is: The people of
understanding, knowledge and tradition (ahlul-figh wal-
Glm wal-hadith).”

At-Tirmidhi also said: I heard al-Jartad Ibn Mu‘adh
saying: I heard ‘Ali Ibn al-Hasan saying: I asked
‘Abdullah Ibn al-Mubarak: “Who are the Jama‘ah?” He
said: “Abu Bakr and ‘Umar.” It was said to him: “But
Abu Bakr and ‘Umar are dead.” He said: “Then it is
so-and-so and so-and-so.” So, it was said: “But so-
and-so and so-and-so are also dead.” So, he

said: “Then Abu Hamzah As-Sukkari is the Jama‘ah.”
At-Tirmidhi said: “Abu Hamzah is Muhammad Ibn
Maymum. He was a righteous scholar. Ibn al-
Mubarak said this regarding him in his lifetime.”

So, the Jama‘ah about whom the Messenger (J5.54{2)
said, ‘The Hand of Allah is with the Jama‘ah,” are the
scholars and whoever deviates from that

Jama‘ah, ‘deviates into the Fire.’ So, beware of being
drawn into misguidance that seeks to belittle the great
Salafi scholars of our time. Learn knowledge and
remain steadfast, may Allah grant us and you success.

All praise is due to Allah, the Lord of all creation; may
Allah extol the mention of our noble Prophet
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Muhammad in the highest company of Angels and give
him peace and security—and his family, his
Companions and all those who follow him correctly
until the establishment of the Hour.
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