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“And Warn Them Of The Day Of Regret 
When The Matter Will Be Concluded…” 
By Abu Khadeejah ‘Abdul-Wāhid Alam 
All praise is due to Allah, the Lord of all creation; may Allah 
extol our noble Prophet Muhammad in the highest company of 
Angels and bless him, send him peace and security―and his 
family, his Companions and all those who truly follow him until 
the establishment of the Hour. 
There is a tremendous āyah in the Book of Allah that every 
Muslim should pay attention to, and that is the saying of Allah 
(): 

أوَ
َ
لْٱ ضَُِقْ ذِإِ ةسَْلَْٱ مَوَْي مْهُرْذِن

َ
 نَونُمِؤُْي َ@ مْهُوَ ةٍَلفْغَ فِ مْهُوَ رُمْ

“And warn them [O Muhammad] of the Day of Regret when 
the matter will be concluded, while they are [in this life] in a 
state of heedlessness, and they do not believe.” (Maryam: 39)  
Allah commanded His Prophet () to warn the people of 
that Day of Regret and Grief, and that is the Day of 
Resurrection—the Day on which grief will be severe and regrets 
immense. And what grief could be worse than, at the end of 
everything, the life that you lived, that you lose the pleasure of 
Allah, His love and His Paradise? Instead, you earn His anger, 
displeasure and punishment. And as for the disbelievers and 
idolators, for them there is the Hellfire from which there is no 
return—they will wish to be returned so they can worship Allah 
and perform good deeds, but that will not happen!  
Those who meet Allah with disobedience and sins are the true 
losers. Allah () said: 
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أ اوٓسُِخَ نَيَِّلٱ نَيسِِـٰلَْٱ َّنِإ لُْق
َ
أوَ مْهُسَفُن

َ
أ ِۗ ةمَـٰيَِقْلٱ مَوَْي مْهِيِلهْ

َ
 وَهُ كَِلٰذَ َ@

 يُِبمُْلٱ نُاسَْلُْٱ
“Say to them: Indeed, the losers are the ones who will lose 
themselves and their families on the Day of Resurrection. 
Surely, that is the manifest loss.” (Az-Zumar: 15) 
Ibn ‘Abbās () said: “Yawm Al-Hasrah (the Day of Regret) is 
one of the names of Yawm Al-Qiyāmah (the Day of 
Resurrection)—Allah mentioned its immensity and warned His 
servants from it.” 
Abdur-Rahmān Ibn Zayd Ibn Aslam () said: “Allah’s saying: 
‘And warn them of the Day of Regret and Grief…’ It is the Day 
of Resurrection. Allah () stated: 

أ
َ

 نَمَِل تُنكُ نlَّ ِmٱ بjِجَ فِ تُطَّرَف امَ dََٰ تَٰسَْحََٰـي سٌفْنَ لَوقُتَ ن
 نَيِرخِـَّٰسلٱ

‘Lest a person should say: Alas, my grief that I was undutiful to 
Allah, and I was indeed among those who mocked [Islam and 
the believers].’ (Az-Zumar: 56) 
As for His () saying, ‘when the matter will be 
concluded…’ meaning, it is concluded when the reckoning is 
finished, and the inhabitants of Paradise have entered Paradise 
and the inhabitants of the Fire have entered the Fire.  
As for His () saying, ‘and yet they are in a state of 
heedlessness…’ meaning, in this world they are engrossed with 
their desires and whims, and heedless of what will take place 
on the Day of Regret and Grief.  
As for His () saying, ‘and they do not believe.’ They do 
not believe in the resurrection after death, or in the bliss, 
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happiness and joy for those who obeyed Allah, and the severe 
torment and punishment for those who disobeyed Him.” 
The matter will indeed be concluded and finalised. Abu Sa’īd Al-
Khudrī () narrated that Allah’s Messenger () said: 

أ شٍْبكَِ ةئَْيهَكَ تِوْمَْلاِب تَؤُْي
َ
أ اَي دٍانَمُ يِدانَيُفَ حََلمْ

َ
 لُوقُيَفَ نَورُظُْنيَوَ نَوُّبِئشَْيََفِ ةَّنلَْا لَهْ

أ اَي يِدانَيُ َّمثُُ هآرَ دَْق مْهُُّكُوَ تُوْمَْلا اذَهَ مْعَنَ نَوُلوقُيَفَ اذَهَ نَوُفِرعْتَ لْهَ
َ
 نَوُّبِئشَْيََفِ راَّلا لَهْ

 لُوقُيَ َّمثُ حَُبذْيُفَُ هآرَ دَْق مْهُُّكُوَ تُوْمَْلا اذَهَ مْعَنَ نَوُلوقُيَفَ اذَهَ نَوُفِرعْتَ لْهَ لُوقُيَفَ نَورُظُْنيَوَ
أ اَي

َ
أ ايَوَ تَوْمَ aََف دٌوُلخُِ ةَّنلَْا لَهْ

َ
أرََق َّمثُ تَوْمَ aََف دٌوُلخُِ راَّلا لَهْ

َ
أوَ" 

َ
ِ ةسَْلَْا مَوَْي مْهُرْذِْن

لا ضَُِقْ ذِإ
َ
أ ةٍَلفْغَ فِِ ءoَؤُهَوَ "ةٍَلفْغَ فِ مْهُوَ رُمْ

َ
 "نَونُمِؤُْي oَ مْهُوَ" ايَْنُّلا لُهْ

“Death will be brought forth on the Day of Resurrection in the 
form of a black and white ram, [Abu Kurayb added: And it is 
made to stand between Paradise and the Fire]. Then it will be 
said: ‘O people of Paradise!’ Thereupon they will stretch their 
necks and look carefully. The caller will say, ‘Do you know what 
this is?’ They will respond, ‘Yes, it is death.’ And all of them will 
have seen it. Then it will be said, ‘O people of the Fire!’ They 
will stretch their necks and look carefully. The caller will say, 
‘Do you know what this is?’ They will say, ‘Yes, it is death.’ And 
all of them will have seen it. Then the ram will be slaughtered, 
and the caller will say, ‘O people of Paradise! Eternal life and 
no more death. O people of the Fire! Eternal life and no more 
death.’” Then the Prophet (), recited the verse: “And 
warn them of the Day of Regret, when the matter will be 
concluded, and yet they are [in this life] in a state of 
heedlessness, and they do not believe.” And he () 
pointed with his hand to the world.1 

 
1 Bukhāri no. 4730, Muslim no. 2849. 
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In the wording of Ibn ‘Umar (), the Prophet () 
said: “So the people of Paradise will increase in joy on top of 
their joy and the and the people of the Fire will increase in 
their misery on top of their misery.”2 
In another narration he () said: “If it were possible for 
anyone to die of joy, the people of Paradise would’ve died of 
joy. And if it were possible for anyone to die of grief, the 
people of the Fire would’ve died of grief.”3 

Some Of The Lessons We Can Learn 
From This Āyah 
One: The Day of Regret and Grief will be a Day on which the 
unbeliever will severely regret his disbelief in Allah, and the 
oppressor will regret his injustices, the sinner will regret his 
sins, the disobedient will regret his disobedience and the 
innovator in Islam will regret that he practised innovations and 
opposed Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jamā’ah. But regret on that Day will 
be of no avail because no one will be sent back to the world to 
rectify his transgressions. A group from the believers will be 
punished in the Fire, and then released from it and given entry 
to Paradise.4 As for the unbelievers, the idolators and 
hypocrites, then they will enter the Fire and will never leave it. 
Allah () said: 

 ِراَّلٱ ءُوٓسُ مْهَُلوَ ةُنَعَّْللٱ مُهَُلوَ ۖ مْهُتُرَذِعْمَ يَمِِلـَّٰظلٱ عُفَنَي َ@ مَوَْي

 
2 Muslim no. 2849. 
3 At-Tirmidhī 4/293. 
4 And some of the sinful Muslim will be saved from the punishment 
of the Fire due to the intercession of those permitted to intercede, 
and by the Mercy and Forgiveness of Allah, the Mighty and Majestic. 
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“The Day when their excuses will be of no profit to wrong-
doers. Theirs will be the curse, and theirs will be the evil 
abode.” (Ghāfir: 52) 
Two: The believer should never be heedless, rather he is 
constantly preparing himself to meet His Lord and be prepared 
for the reckoning. Allah () stated: 

أ َّنِإَفِ lَّٱ ءَٓاقَِل اوجُرَْي نَكَ نمَ
َ

ٔـَلِ lَّٱ لَجَ  مُيِلعَْلٱ عُيمَِّسلٱ وَهُوَ ۚ تٍاَ
“Whoever hopes for the meeting with Allah, then Allah’s term 
is surely coming, and He is the All-Hearer, the All-Knower.” 
(Al-‘Ankabūt: 5) 
Three: On the Day of Regret, the unbeliever will think that he 
hardly spent any time in the world. He will think in his mind 
that it was like an hour of the day, or a part of a morning or a 
portion of a night. Allah () stated: 

أكَ مْهُشُُْيَ مَوْيَوَ
َ

 ِراهََّلٱ نَمِّ ةًعَاسَ َِّ@إ اوٓثُبَْلَي مَّْل ن
“And on the Day when He shall gather them together, it will 
be as if they had not stayed in the life of this world but for an 
hour of a day.” (Yūnus: 45) And He () said: 

أكَ
َ
أ ةًَّيشِعَ َِّ@إ اوٓثُبَْلَي مَْل اهَنَوْرََي مَوَْي مْهَُّن

َ
 اهَٰ�حَضُ وْ

“The Day they see the Resurrection, it will be as if they had 
not tarried in this world except an afternoon or a morning.” 
(An-Nāzi’āt: 46) 
Four: From the greatest grief of that Day upon the unbeliever 
and wrong-doer is that he will be willing to be killed rather than 
face the punishment of Allah, or sacrifice his son, his wife, his 
brother and all of humanity—and ransom himself with all of the 
treasures of the world if he could. Allah () said: 
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 ِهيِنَبِب ذٍِئمِوَْي بِاذَعَ نْمِ ىدِتَفْيَ وَْل مُِرجْمُْلٱ ُّدوََي ۚ مْهُنَوَُّصبَيُ
أوَ ِۦهِتبَحِـٰصَوَ

َ
 ِهيخِ

ُٔـت تَِّلٱِ هِتَليصَِفوَ  ِهيِوْ
لْٱ فِ نمَوَ

َ
 ِهيجِنُي َّمثُ اعًيِجَ ضِرْ

 يٰظََل اهََّنِإ ٓۖ ََّ�
“They will be made to see each other on the Day of 
Resurrection. The criminal, sinner and disbeliever would 
desire to ransom himself from the punishment of that Day by 
his children, his wife, his brother and his nearest kindred who 
sheltered him. And all that are in the earth, so that it might 
save him. By no means! Verily, it will be [for him] the Fire of 
Hell.” (Al-Ma’ārij: 11-15)  
Allah () also said: 

أ نْمِ لَبَقْيُ نَلَف رٌاَّفكُ مْهُوَ اوُتامَوَ اورُفَكَ نَيَِّلٱ َّنِإ
َ

لْٱ ءُلْمِّ مِهدِحَ
َ
 ابًهَذَ ضِرْ

أ ٓۗ ِۦهِب ىٰدَتَفْٱِ وَلوَ
ُ
أ بٌاذَعَ مْهَُل كَِئٰٓـَلو

َ
 نَيصِِّٰـَن نمِّ مهَُل امَوَ مٌلِ

“Verily, those who disbelieved, and died while they were 
disbelievers, the whole earth full of gold will not be accepted 
from anyone of them even if they offered it as a ransom. For 
them is a painful torment and they will have no helpers.” (Āli 
‘Imrān: 91) 
Anas Ibn Mālik () narrated that Allah’s Messenger 
() said: “Allah will say to the person who receives the 
least punishment from the inhabitants of the Hellfire: ‘If you 
had the equivalent of the whole world and whatever is in it, 
would you ransom yourself from the punishment with it?’ He 
will respond: ‘Yes.’ Allah will say: ‘But I asked you for much less 
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than that while you were still in the loins of Adam—that you 
are not to worship others besides Me, but you refused and 
insisted on worshipping others besides me.”5 
Five: It is a must that the believer guards his Religion and 
maintains his worship and obedience to Allah until he dies. 
Allah () said: 

أَٰٓـي
َ
أوَ َِّ@إ َّنتُومُتَ َ@وَ ِۦهِتاقَتُ َّقحَ lََّٱ اوقَُّتٱ اونُمَاءَ نَيَِّلٱ اهَُّي

َ
 نَومُِلسُّْم متُن

“O you who have believed, fear Allah as He should be feared 
and do not die except as Muslims [in submission to Him].” (Āli 
‘Imrān: 102) 
A believer protects himself from heedlessness and destruction 
through the worship of Allah and remembrance (dhikr) of Him 
throughout the days and nights of his life, showing Him 
obedience—and by keeping away from ingratitude, 
disobedience, sin and sinful companionship. The Messenger of 
Allah () used to say often:  

 كَِنيِد dََ انَبَوُلُق تِْبّثَ بِوُلقُْلا تَِبّثَمُ اَي
“O You who makes hearts steadfast, make our hearts 
steadfast upon your Religion.”6 So say this repeat this often, 
and in your prostrations. 
All praise is due to Allah, the Lord of all creation; may Allah 
extol the mention of our noble Prophet Muhammad in the 
highest company of Angels and give him peace and 
security―and his family, his Companions and all those who 
follow him correctly until the establishment of the Hour. 
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5 Bukhārī no. 6557, Muslim no. 2805. 
6 Ibn Mājah, no. 199, sahīh. 


