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CHAPTER 2: THE OBLIGATION OF 
ENTERING INTO ISLAM 

 

Text: Shaikul-Islām Muhammad bin 
Abdul-Wahhāb () said: 
Allah () stated: “Whoever desires a religion 
other than Islam, then it will never be accepted from him 
and in the Hereafter, he will be among the losers.” (Āli 
‘Imrān: 85)1 

He () also said: “Indeed, the only religion with Allah 
is Islam.” (Āli ‘Imrān: 19)  

 
1 A person who seeks Paradise and salvation from the Fire 
should not imagine that there is any religion other than Islam 
that is acceptable to Allah (). The Prophet () 
said: “By Him in whose Hand is the soul of Muhammad, there 
is not a person who hears of me in this Ummah, whether he 
be a Jew or Christian, and then dies without believing in what 
I was sent with except that he’ll be from the people of 
Hellfire.” (Muslim, no. 153) Likewise is the case with Ahlul-
Bid’ah―their bid’ah will not be accepted, and they will be 
among the losers in the Hereafter. If their bid’ah reached the 
level of unbelief (kufr), then the Hellfire is eternal for them. 
And if their bid’ah was less than kufr, then their loss is also 
lesser and they will be punished to the level of their 
opposition to the Book and Sunnah, and their torment will not 
be eternal. 
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And He () said: “This is My Straight Path so 
follow it. And do not follow the other paths for they will 
separate you from His (Allah’s) Path.” (Al-An’ām: 153)  

Mujāhid () said: “’Other paths’ refers to innovations 
and doubts.”2 

‘Ā’ishah () stated that Allah’s Messenger () 
said: “Whoever innovates into this affair ours that which 
is not from it, then it will be rejected.” Reported by 
Bukhāri and Muslim.3 

In a wording he () said: “Whoever does a deed 
that is not in accordance to this affair of ours will be 
rejected.”4 

Bukhāri reported from Abu Hurairah () that Allah’s 
Messenger () said: “All of my Ummah will enter 
Paradise except for those who refuse.” They asked him: 
“O Allah’s Messenger! And who would refuse?” He 
replied: “Whoever obeys me will enter Paradise and 
whoever disobeys me has refused.”5 

It is reported in the Sahīh from Ibn ‘Abbās () that 
the Prophet () said: “The most hated of people 

 
2 See: Tasfīr Ibn Jarīr At-Tabari in his explanation of this verse 
(8/88), Ad-Durr Al-Manthūr of As-Suyūti (3/386), Ad-Dārimi in 
Al-Muqaddimah under the chapter: ‘The forbiddance of 
relying on opinions.’ (no. 209).  
3 Bukhāri (2697), Muslim (1718). 
4 Muslim (7349). 
5 Bukhāri (7280). 
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to Allah are three: The one who deviates (or sins) in the 
Haram [of Makkah], the one who wants that the 
practices of Jāhiliyyah6 remain in Islam and the one who 
seeks to spill the blood of another without any right.” 
Reported by Bukhāri.7  

  

 
6 i.e. These are the practices from pre-Islamic ignorance that 
Islam abolished such as idolatry, superstition, racism, 
deviation, perversion, sin, oppression and immorality. 
7 Bukhāri (6882). 
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Comments: Imām Ibn Bāz () said: 
The point of note from the hadith of Ibn Abbās is the 
saying of the Messenger (): “The one who 
wants that the practices of Jāhiliyyah remain in Islam.” 
So, it is obligatory for a person to hold fast to Islam and 
to stay away from the practices of Jāhilyyah.  

Practicing Islam, even if it is a little, brings about benefit 
whereas striving upon that which is in opposition to Islam 
and the Sunnah is harmful and does not benefit. So, it is 
obligatory upon all those who have reached the age of 
adulthood to cling to Islam and to restrict themselves to 
this Religion of Allah, to proceed upon that in every 
affair, sincerely for Allah, by following the Messenger 
Muhammad (). 

Text: Shaikul-Islām Muhammad bin 
Abdul-Wahhāb () said: 
Shaikul-Islām Ibn Taymiyyah () stated: “The 
practices of Jāhiliyyah encompass all types of ignorant 
practices whether general or specific―it refers to every 
person regardless of whether he is a person of the book 
(Jew or Christian), an idolater or other than them―with 
whatever is practised in opposition to that which the 
Messengers came with.”8 

It is reported in the Sahīh from Hudhayfah bin Al-Yamān 
() that he said: “O reciters! Remain steadfast on the 

 
8 See Iqtidā’us-Sirāt Al-Mustaqīm (1/79). 
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Path, [and if you are steadfast] you will be far ahead in 
the lead, but if you divert to the right or left, you’ll be 
misguided far away.”9 

Comments: Imām Ibn Bāz () said: 
Meaning: remain steadfast on the Path―and the reciters 
are the scholars and the students of knowledge. Remain 
steadfast upon Allah’s Religion and if a person stays 
steadfast, he’ll take a great lead. But if he deviates to the 
right or the left, he’ll go far astray. So it is obligatory to 
cling to that which Allah has legislated and beware of 
what He () has censured in His saying: “Or have 
they set up partners along with Allah who legislate for 
them in the Religion for which Allah has given them no 
permission?” (Ash-Shūrā: 21) 

So, remain on the Straight Path even if your deeds are 
few alongside the righteous who have few deeds―that 
is better than traversing the paths of deviation from 
correct guidance, because they will misguide him and 
make him distant from Allah ()―and that is the case 
even if a guided person was to transgress against his 
soul by some acts of disobedience but still remains on 
the Path of Salvation. 

However, the person who walks on other than the Path 
of Islam and he desires in Islam the practices of 

 
9 Bukhāri (7282). 
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Jāhiliyyah, then he is on the path of destruction―and we 
ask Allah for wellbeing and safety. 
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Text: Shaikul-Islām Muhammad bin 
Abdul-Wahhāb () said: 
Muhammad bin Waddāh () would enter the Masjid 
and stand at a gathering [of knowledge] and narrate the 
speech of Hudhayfah ().  

Then he said: “Sufyān bin ‘Uyainah informed us, 
narrating from Mujālid, who narrated from Ash-Sha’bī 
from Masrūq who said that Abdullāh bin Mas’ūd () 
said:  

“There is not a year except that the year after it is worse 
than it. I do not say it is a year followed by a year with 
less rain, nor a year followed by a year with less crop, 
nor a ruler better than another ruler―rather it is the 
disappearance of your scholars and your virtuous 
people. Then there will come a people who will judge 
the affairs according to their opinions and through that, 
harm and demolish Islam.”10 

End. 

 
10 Ibn Waddāh reported in his Kitābul-Bid’ah wan-Nahy ‘Anhā 
(1/17). 


