The Prophet’s  Guidance In
Safeguarding The Purity Of Tawhīd, Even
At His Own Grave: He Closed Every Path
That Leads To Shirk (Polytheism)1
By Abu Khadeejah Abdul-Wāhid
All praise is due to Allah, the Lord of all creation; may Allah
extol the mention of our noble Prophet Muhammad in the
highest company of Angels and give him peace and
security―and his family, his Companions and all those who
follow him correctly until the establishment of the Hour.
Abu Hurairah () said that Allah’s Messenger ()
said: “Do not turn your houses into graveyards, and do not
make my grave into a place of ritual practice (‘eid). And
supplicate for Allah’s blessings and peace upon me, for indeed
your supplications (salāt) will reach me from wherever you
may be.”2
‘Alī Ibn Al-Husayn () narrated that he saw a man coming to
a gap that was next to the grave of the Prophet (), so
he entered it and started supplicating. So ‘Alī Ibn Husayn
prohibited him from that and said: “I will narrate to you a
hadīth that I heard from my father, from my grandfather,
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from the Messenger of Allah () who said: ‘Do not take
my grave as a place of ritual practice (‘Eid), and do not turn
your homes into graves. And supplicate for Allah’s blessings
and peace upon me, for indeed your supplications (taslīm) will
be conveyed to me from wherever you are.”3

The Explanation:
So, the Prophet () closed all the doors and means that
lead to shirk, polytheistic practices and superstitious beliefs.
And from that is his saying: “Do not make my grave into a
place of 'Eid.” Meaning, don’t visit my grave taking it as a place
of rituals and ceremonies.
And he () closed off all avenues that would lead to
exaggeration and going overboard with praise of him. On an
occasion, it was said to him: “O our master, the son of our
master, O the best of us, the son of the best of us!” He
responded: “O people! Say what you wish to say but do not
let the Shaytān deceive and beguile you—I am Muhammad
the son of Abdullāh, the Messenger of Allah. By Allah! I do not
like that you raise me beyond what Allah has raised me.”4
These narrations prove that the Prophet strived to safeguard
the purity of Tawhīd. He supplicated to Allah that his grave
does not become like an idol that is worshipped by the people.
And his Lord answered his du’ā and protected his grave from
being turned into place of worship. Regarding this Ibn al3

Reported by Abu Ya’lā in Al-Musnad 1/361, no. 469; Ad-Diyā Al-Maqdisī in
Al-Mukhtārah, 468; and authenticated by Shaikh Al-Albānī in Tahdhīr AsSājid p. 85.
4
Reported by Ahmad 3/153, no. 12573, Shaikh Al-Albānī declared it sahīh in
As-Sahīhah, no. 1097.
abukhadeejah.com

2

Qayyim () said in his An-Nūniyyah (p. 252): “And the Lord
of the worlds answered his () supplication; and He
() surrounded him with three walls.”
There is around his grave a triangular wall so that no one can
stand at his grave and face the Qiblah, so he cannot put the
grave between him and the Qiblah. Also, his () grave is
surrounded by a grill and lattice work that prevents entry into
the apartment—and it is the room of Ā’ishah wherein the
Prophet () is buried, and likewise Abu and 'Umar
().
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Allah () said:

ََ
ُ َ ْ ّ ٌ ُ َ ْ ُ َٓ َ ْ ََ
ُ ََ
َ
َ ُ
سكْم عزِيٌز عليْهِ َما عن ُِّتْم َحرِيٌص عليْكم
ف
ِ لقد جاءكم رسول ِمن أن
ٌ
َ ِ بٱل ُْمْؤِمن
حيٌم
ِ ي َرُءوف َّر
ِ

“Verily, there has come unto you a Messenger from amongst
yourselves. It grieves him that you should receive any injury.
He is anxious over you—towards the believers he is filled with
pity and kindness and is merciful.” [At-Tawbah: 128]
The Prophet () was concerned for the believers and
wanted good for them, that they should not be harmed or hurt
in their religion or their lives.
There occurs in a hadīth from the Prophet () that he
said: “My similitude with you is like a man who built a fire [in
the night]—so the moths and flies started flying into it, so he
waves them away [but they still try to get to it]. And I am
trying to hold you back from the fire by holding you back by
your garments, but you are slipping through my hands.”5
There is also the hadīth of Sahl Ibn Sa’d () where the
Messenger () said: “I will reach the Hawd (Lake)
before you [on the Day of Resurrection]. Whoever comes to it
will drink, and whoever drinks will never be thirsty again.
There will come to me people I will recognise, and they will
recognise me—and they will be prevented from reaching me.”
Abu Hāzim said: I heard Nu’mān Ibn Abī Ayyāsh say, when I
narrated this hadīth to them: ‘Is this what you heard Sahl say?’
I said: ‘Yes. And I bear witness that I heard Abu Sa’īd Al-Khudrī
() add the following from the Prophet (), “But
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they are from me!” So, it will be said to the Prophet ():
“You do not know what they did after you.” So, the Prophet
will say: "Let them be away from me! Those who changed
after me.”6 This refers to those who abandoned the Religion
and apostated and those who innovated into the Religion and
became sects who abandoned the Sunnah and the Jamā’ah.
The Prophet () is as Allah () has described him:

ٌ
َ ِ بٱل ُْمْؤِمن
حيٌم
ِ ي َرُءوف َّر
ِ

“With the believers he is kind and merciful.” Then Allah ()
said:

ْ
ُ ُ ْ َّ َ َ ْ َ َ َ ُ َّ َ ٰ َ ٓ َ ُ َّ َ ْ َ ْ ُ َ ْ َّ َ َ َ
ت ۖ َوهَو َرُّب ٱلَعْرِش
 هو ۖ عليهِ توكZِ  إ ِلـه إZ Yفإ ِن تولوا فقل حسِب ٱ
ْ
ٱلَعِظيِم

“But if they turn away, say: ‘Allah is sufficient for me, the is no
god worthy of worship besides Him. Upon Him I do rely and in
Him I trust, and He is the Lord of the mighty Throne.’” [AtTawbah: 129]
Meaning, if they turn away and don’t accept what you have
come with O Prophet, then inform them that Allah is sufficient,
and it He alone who is worthy of worship.
In the hadīth of Abu Hurayrah () the Prophet ()
commanded his Ummah not to turn their homes into graves,
because it is graveyards wherein prayers are not performed,
and Qur’ān is not recited therein: “Do not turn your houses
into graveyards.” So, it is a must that people pray in their
6
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homes and recite the Qur’an. Then the Prophet () said:
“Do not make my grave into a place of ‘eid (ritual practices).”
So, he forbade that his grave be turned into a place of rituals—
and he () has addressed in these words the whole
Ummah until the Day of Resurrection that they are not to
practice any type of worship, or ritual or superstitious practice
at his grave. The grave of the Prophet () is a reminder
for us that that we too will die just as he died (), so we
visit the graves to remind us of death. For this reason, a person
in present in Madinah can visit the grave of the Prophet and his
two Companions to give them salām just as Ibn ‘Umar ()
would do: “Assalāmu ‘alaika yā Rasūlallāh, assalāmu ‘alaika
yā Abā Bakr, assalāmu ‘alaika yā abati.” Then he would leave.
It is not legislated for anyone to embark upon a journey to visit
the graves of Prophets nor the righteous—this is proven by the
hadīth where the Prophet said: “No journey should be
undertaken to visit any Masjid except three Masājid: The
Masjid Al-Harām [in Makkah], this Masjid of mine, and AlMasjid Al-Aqsā.”7
And the term ‘eid used in the hadīth refers to that which is a
regular practice such as the celebrations at certain times, such
as ‘Eid al-Adhā (after Hajj) and ‘Eid al-Fitr (after Ramadān). And
that which is taken as a custom of celebrations at specified
locations. So the Prophet () forbade that people come
to his grave taking it as a place of gathering for rituals. Rather,
he commanded that salutations be made for him. He said:
“And send your salutations of peace and blessings of Allah
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and His praise upon me, for indeed your salutations will reach
me from wherever you may be.”
Al-Imām ‘Abdur-Rahmān Ibn Sa’dī () said:
“Whoever looks into the texts of the Book and Sunnah in this
subject matter, he will find many texts that encourage with
everything that strengthens Tawhīd, that which cultivates it
and nourishes it so that a person is solely dependent upon
Allah—and these texts confine and restrict the connection of
the heart to Allah alone, with desire and fear of Him—and
urgently and avidly desiring His bounty and favour—and
striving hard to attain that. And to be liberated from the
servitude and enslavement to the created beings—and to
relinquish connection to them from every aspect, and to not
exaggerate and go overboard with respect to any of the
creation. And to establish perfection in one’s deeds, both
apparent and hidden, and make them complete. The texts
specifically encourage with the spirit of worship, and that is
pure sincere worship for Allah alone. Then in opposition to this,
He forbade all speech and actions that have within them
exaggeration and excess veneration of the created beings. He
() forbade His servants from imitating the mushrikīn
(polytheists) because that will intice the believer to incline
towards them—so He () forbade all speech and action
that is feared will become a pathway to shirk. So, this is a
mercy for the believers that they may go forth and fulfil that for
which they were created, which is the worship of Allah, both
apparent and hidden, and to perfect it. Through that, Allah will
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make perfect happiness and success for them. And the proofs
bearing witness to this are plentiful and well-known.”8
Al-‘Allāmah Ahmad An-Najmī () commented: “How
amazing are these tremendous sentences from this intelligent,
skilful, and brilliant scholar—so all praise is due to Allah for
that.”
And all praise is due to Allah, the Lord of all creation; may Allah
extol the mention of our noble Prophet Muhammad in the
highest company of Angels and give him peace and
security―and his family and his Companions.
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